For Category 101 — General Excellence, The Guysborough Journal respectfully submits the March 26 and Sept. 3, 2025 editions as representative examples of our approach to rural community journalism.
Serving a geographically large and economically diverse region of northeastern Nova Scotia, The Journal strives each week to produce a newspaper that is not only informative, but essential to the civic and cultural life of the communities it covers.
These two editions reflect that mandate through a broad mix of enterprise reporting, accountability journalism, public affairs coverage, opinion writing, community storytelling, arts, sports and reader service journalism
Within these pages, readers will find reporting on healthcare access, physician recruitment, transportation barriers facing rural seniors, municipal accessibility planning, environmental and economic development debates, drought conditions affecting local agriculture and tourism, wildfire concerns, federal politics and major industrial development proposals. At the same time, the paper also documents the lived experience of the region through community events, volunteerism, local history, arts coverage and deeply personal storytelling rooted in place.
We believe community journalism works best when it treats readers not simply as consumers of information, but as citizens whose lives, concerns and identities deserve serious, consistent coverage. As a small newsroom operating in a rural environment, we aim to balance scrutiny and accountability with humanity, context and connection.
The Sept. 3 edition’s Page One feature, “They just showed up,” illustrates that philosophy particularly well. While centred on one family’s medical crisis, the story became an examination of the informal networks of care, neighbourliness and resilience that continue to define many rural communities. Likewise, the March 26 edition reflects our commitment to public-interest reporting through coverage of healthcare access, accessibility planning, environmental conflict and federal politics affecting the region.
Editorially, we strive for a newspaper that is engaged, readable and grounded in the realities of the communities we serve. We also place strong emphasis on visual presentation, local photography, clear layout and accessible design, recognizing that community newspapers must remain welcoming and useful to readers of all ages.
Most importantly, these editions reflect a newsroom philosophy that sees rural communities not as peripheral places, but as places worthy of ambitious, thoughtful and comprehensive journalism.
For these reasons, we respectfully submit these editions of The Guysborough Journal for consideration in Category 101 — General Excellence.

