To the Judges:
I am pleased to submit the Town & Country This Week Readers' Choice Awards for consideration in the Reader Engagement category.
Launched in 2024 and conducted for the second consecutive year in 2025, the Readers' Choice Awards were created to celebrate the businesses, organizations and individuals that help make our communities vibrant places to live, work and do business. The initiative also serves as an important opportunity to engage readers directly, giving them a voice in recognizing the people and organizations that have earned their trust and support.
The program invited readers from across our coverage area to nominate and vote for their favourites in dozens of categories spanning retail, professional services, dining, recreation, health care, community organizations and more. Through the nomination and voting process, thousands of readers actively participated in the initiative, generating significant audience engagement and fostering meaningful connections between the newspaper, local businesses and the communities we serve.
Beyond identifying award recipients, the Readers' Choice Awards provided a platform to highlight local success stories and celebrate the entrepreneurs, volunteers and organizations that contribute to the quality of life in rural Alberta. The initiative encouraged readers to interact with our digital platforms, share the contest with friends and family, and support local businesses throughout the voting period.
As the second year of the program, the 2025 Readers' Choice Awards built upon the success of its inaugural year and further established itself as a valued community tradition. The project demonstrates how community news organizations can create opportunities for meaningful audience participation while strengthening local connections and celebrating the people who help rural communities thrive.
The Readers' Choice Awards exemplify Town & Country This Week's commitment to serving as both a source of local news and a gathering place for community engagement.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Jennifer Henderson
Editor
Town & Country This Week

