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Our cover artist . . .
Linda M. Wright, of Gwich’in heritage, is a contemporary realistic painter  

who moved to Edmonton from Inuvik, Northwest Territories.  
In a broad sense, her vibrant images explore the environment,  

the land, nature and all its living creatures. 

She paints on canvas, drums and wood panels and often fuses beads,  
glitter, leather hide, fabrics and fur into her pieces. 

This work, “Music Is Life”, is on display at the St. Albert Public Library gallery  
on the second floor for the month of June.

June 21, 2025



HAPPY
INDIGENOUS
PEOPLES DAY!

www.stalbertsoccer.com

Today is a very special day for
all of us who are citizens of Canada! Let us
all join hands in thanking the Indigenous

people who have made tremendous
contributions to our country!

780-458-3255 • cunninghamtransport.ca

Métis Family owned business
We support the Gord Downie & Chanie Wenjack Fund

https://downiewenjack.ca/

This Indigenous Peoples Day, let’s listen
to their stories, support their visions and
walk together toward reconciliation!

Happy Indigenous
Peoples Day!

www.discoverhearing.ca
3521 Tudor Glen Market,
St. Albert, AB T8N 3V4

780.418.4327

Celebrate heritage. Promote
inclusion. Embrace Indigenous

languages and traditions
today and every day!

STANDARD GENERAL INC.
250 Carleton Drive | 780-459-6611

Happy Indigenous
Peoples Day!
Indigenous Peoples Day is all about celebrating the heritage
and culture of the Indigenous people and acknowledging
the tremendous contributions that they have made!

Honoring all
residential
school
survivors,
the missing
children and
children in
unmarked
graves.

Survivors
Support Group
For more information please

contact:
Joanne@stalbertmetislocal1904.org
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Indigenous artist aims to celebrate 
and honour the land through her work
TRISTAN ORAM 
toram@greatwest.ca

Lara Felsing traces back her love for 
art to her mother's passion for creating, 
and the support her family showed for 
her own. 

"My mom makes traditional clothing. 
With hide, floral broadcloth, she makes 
ribbon skirts and shirts. And she definitely 
was my first sewing instructor. And as 
a child I drew all the time at my grand-
mother's kitchen table while she babysat 
me and my parents worked and my older 
siblings were at school. I was always really 
encouraged to be creative. I mean I make 
baskets in my practice now, but I've been 
making baskets since I was a little kid," 
Felsing said.

The Edson-based artist grew up 
in Peace River, and studied art at  Red 
Deer Polytechnic. After that, she said 
she went to Emily Carr University of 
Art and Design in Vancouver, as well 
as the Victorian College of the Arts in 
Melbourne, Australia.

Her new exhibition Kinship Ecologies  is 
running in the St. Albert Art Gallery until 
July 19. Felsing said her work, and her 
practice of making compostable paintings 
and creating her own paints through nat-
ural materials, is about instilling respect 
of the land. 

"I'll think about what petals or roots, or 
pine needles and pine cones, what can be 
used for pigment. Even something very 
common place that we probably have in 
our immediate surroundings. Things like 
dandelions make beautiful colours," she 
said. "It takes a lot of patience, but it's 
really rewarding. It just instills this respect 
of the land, because not everything is 
available when you need it. Sometimes 
it's a lengthy waiting period to wait until 
certain colours come out in the spring 
or summer in order to harvest them and 
make pigment."

The process varies between a day or two, 
or even as long as a month, depending on 
the what the material is. Felsing also plans 
what materials she uses for the theme of 
her piece.

"Sometimes it feels like the material 
aligns very quickly," she said. For example, 
if she's thinking of a piece centred around 
wildfires, she said her mind goes to char-
coal or the needles that fall from the black 
spruce trees in the forest around her home. 
"It's not always about getting the exact col-
our, it's about the intention behind it."

Much of her work is centred around 
themes of the natural world, as well as 
climate change.

"My practice is a pretty direct response 
to what's happening on the land where I 
live," she said. She was evacuated twice 

due to the Edson wildfires in 2023 that 
burned over 200,000 hectares. Luckily, her 
home and work were not damaged.

The experience helped inspire a work 
where she wrapped trees in gratitude 
blankets  made from second hand fabric 
and lined in a civil defence blanket from 
1952.  The blanket ceremony took place 
in May 2023, after she had already been 
evacuated once. She was evacuated again 
the week.

"I just felt that I needed to show grati-
tude towards the forest where I harvest," 
she said. 

Her love for art that she took from her 
mom carries through to the rest of her 
family.

"Being around creative people really 
feeds creativity in others. I find the same 
thing with my family. If one person in our 
household is making something or doing 
something we kind of all gather and par-
ticipate. I make pine needle baskets, my 
son makes pine needle baskets," she said. 

Kinship Ecologies  will run in the St. 
Albert Art Gallery until July 19, and you 
can visit Lara Felsing's website to see more 
of her work at www.larafelsing.com n
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Lara Felsing kneels over three air quality blankets on the floor of her studio while she was a 
resident at the Bemis Center for Contemporary Arts in Omaha, Neb. in fall 2024.



Honouring diverse cultures,
strengthening relationships,
and building a shared future

rooted in respect.
June 21st – National

Indigenous Peoples Day

Connelly-McKinley
St. Albert Funeral Home
Reception Centre & Crematorium

9 Muir Drive, St. Albert (St. Albert Trail & St. Vital Avenue)

780-458-2222 • www.connelly-mckinley.com

Happy
Indigenous
Peoples Day

Today and everyday is your day.

Let Us Remove
Your Wrinkles!

780-458-2532

GARRY’S HEATING
SERVICES

780-459-4919

Proud to honour the
Indigenous Peoples of Canada

Call today for a free in-home consultation!

Serving St. Albert & Area for over 20 years

www.garrysheatingservices.com
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A Cree legacy fired in pottery
ANNA BOROWIECKI 
aborowiecki@greatwest.ca

The Smithsonian Museum in Washington, 
D.C. is  recognized world-wide for its  stag-
gering collection of artifacts. From ancient 
Chinese bronzes to the Apollo lunar land-
ing module; from Dorothy’s  ruby-red slip-
pers in The Wizard of Oz to Van Halen’s 
Frankenstein electric guitar, they represent 
world history. 

So, when Indigenous potter Jody 
L’Hirondelle Swanson was commissioned to 
create pottery for a Smithsonian exhibition, 
it became a life-defining moment. She chose 
to create four terracotta pieces: a large wheat 
plate and three vases dubbed Métis Line. 

Proud of her Indigenous heritage, the St. 
Albert resident  is a direct descendant of 
Jacques L’Hirondelle and Josephte Pilon. 
Dipping into her cultural heritage for inspira-
tion, L’Hirondelle Swanson evokes the ele-
ments of earth, fire, water and air in her 
creations. 

Held at the Smithsonian National Museum 
of the American Indian in 2002, the inter-
national exhibition was a mega hit featuring 
pottery from Indigenous artists across North 
American, South America, Europe, Australia, 
New Zealand and Japan. 

At the time, L’Hirondelle Swanson was 
the mother of two young children living in 
Athabasca and a member of the local pottery 
club. Athabasca was renowned for its IXL 
Brick site of red clay found nowhere else in 

the province. 
“We would take a three-ton truck and fill 

it with clay. We’d shovel the clay in the base-
ment, let it dry out, screen it for rocks, mix it 
with paint mixers and store it in old refriger-
ators,” said L’Hirondelle Swanson. 

The Smithsonian contacted the club ask-
ing if a representative would be interested in 
firing work made specifically from the red 
clay, and L’Hirondelle Swanson agreed. The 
terracotta pieces were shaped, fired, cata-
logued, coded, packed in wooden crates, and 
shipped to the Smithsonian. 

“I only saw the exhibition on the website, 
but I did receive a coil bound book of all the 
submission,” L’Hirondelle Swanson said.  

Raised in small-town of Athabasca, popu-
lation 3,000, she comes from a long Cree 
lineage and close-knit family. The youngest 
in a family of four, L’Hirondelle Swanson was 
born into a political family. 

Her father was a town councillor and dep-
uty mayor. Her mother was a bookkeeper 
and operated the town’s Conservative office. 
With parental involvement in politics and 
service organizations, volunteering was way 
of life. 

A studious girl, L’Hirondelle Swanson was 
also the yearbook editor for four years and 
played a variety of instruments including 
flute, piccolo, sax, trumpet and percussion. 

“I also spent a lot of time in the forest and 
collected berries and plants. I learned to read 
animal tracks and had a good relationship 
with the land. For my 16th birthday, my dad 

bought me a 22 (caliber rifle) and took me 
out hunting. For him, it wasn’t hunting. It was 
about bring home food for the family and my 
mum would make a roast.” 

By 1991, L’Hirondelle Swanston had 
enrolled at the University of Alberta’s educa-
tion faculty. While completing a psychology 
practicum n Northern Alberta, she became 
conflicted working under a series of stressful 
conditions. 

“I had to help the government work on 
questionnaires that were very slanted and 
would take kids away from their families. It 
was difficult as some were my family.” 

She discussed the situation with her dean, 
and he suggested enrolling in either a yoga or 

pottery class. 
“I took a pottery class at the university and 

immediately fell in love with it. I was in the 
city, but I connected with the earth.” 

L’hirondelle Swanson spent nine years 
working as an English, physical education, art 
and band teacher before transitioning to the 
City of St. Albert as a risk insurance adviser. 

Currently, L’Hirondelle focuses on creating 
stoneware and porcelain wares selling them 
at the Alberta Beach Market where she owns 
a lakefront property. 

“I find being back in the water reenergizes 
me. I find peace and solace. Even when we’re 
busy, we go. It’s nice to get out in the water 
or watch a fire at night.”  n
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Jody L’Hirondelle Swanson currently sells her wares at the Alberta Beach  Market.




