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Serving the communities of Niagara-on-the-Lake


CCNAs – 2026
227 - Best Multimedia Feature - Analysis: Beach water results

Dear judging panel members:

This feature began with a simple but important public-interest question: how often was Queen’s Royal Beach actually safe for swimming?
Queen’s Royal Beach is Niagara-on-the-Lake’s only monitored and tested public beach. It is one of the town’s most photographed and visited waterfront areas, home to the famous gazebo and a popular destination for residents, tourists and families during the hottest weeks of summer. Yet, despite frequent E. coli warnings, the full scope of the problem had not been clearly shown to readers.
To answer that question, The Lake Report obtained and analyzed Niagara Region water-testing data for the full 2025 beach season. Rather than relying on isolated test results, the story examined the entire summer pattern and found that Queen’s Royal Beach was considered unsafe for 54 days and safe for only 50. During the peak summer period, from June 20 to Aug. 18, the beach failed 68 per cent of the time. In July, when the beach was busiest and temperatures were regularly extreme, it was considered safe on only 10 of 31 days.
The purpose of the feature was not simply to report bad water results. It was to explain the risk clearly, show readers the pattern visually and help the community understand the limitations of the current warning system. Niagara Region now relies mainly on online advisories rather than active warning signs at the beach, meaning many swimmers may not know the water has failed a test unless they check the region’s website before going in.
The multimedia presentation made the story stronger and more accessible. Dave Van de Laar’s photo showed people cooling off at Queen’s Royal Beach on a day when regional testing indicated unsafe E. coli levels, immediately connecting the data to real people and real public-health risk. The accompanying graphics turned months of testing results into an easy-to-understand visual record, showing safe and unsafe days across the season and making the scale of the problem impossible to miss.
The work involved extensive data analysis, background research and comparison with other municipalities. The story explained how often Niagara tests its beaches, how its approach compares with other Golden Horseshoe communities and why its online-only notification system makes Niagara an outlier. It also included health context, explaining the risks of E. coli exposure, particularly for children, seniors and people with weakened immune systems.
The result was a comprehensive local feature that combined strong explanatory writing, original data work, photography and visual storytelling. It took a familiar summer concern and turned it into a clear, evidence-based public-service feature that reflected the community, informed readers and gave them practical information about a place many of them use and care about.
This entry deserves recognition because it demonstrates what effective multimedia journalism can do: take complex information, make it visual, make it local and make it matter.


Richard Harley
Publisher/Editor-in-Chief
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