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Dear judges, 
There was a moment when conversations about international students stopped being about people and became about blame.
As frustration grew around housing, jobs and immigration, international students increasingly became the face of a much larger political and economic issue. But many of the students being criticized were also struggling themselves — financially, emotionally and socially — while trying to navigate systems they barely understood.
As a former international student herself, Prabhnoor Kaur recognized early that many voices were missing from the public conversation. Her reporting focused on the human side of policies and institutional decisions that often get discussed only through statistics and political talking points.
The series explored the ripple effects of rapid international student growth in Waterloo Region and across Canada, including questions surrounding Conestoga College’s expansion, leadership decisions and the pressures placed on communities and students alike. But rather than reduce the issue to outrage or politics, the reporting focused on nuance: students facing exploitation, and institutions struggling to balance financial realities with responsibility.
These stories aimed to slow down a heated conversation and remind readers that behind every headline were people trying to build a life.
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Jim Poling 
Editor-in-Chief 
