Judges:
In late 2025, The Highlander wanted desperately to check in with readers. The paper was entering its 15th year of publication and it was time for a reality check. Who was reading? Why were they reading? How old was our demographic? What we were getting right and what were we getting wrong? We got tremendous response to our survey, both in the print edition, and online. Hundreds of folks responded. They also gave us valuable feedback on advertising. It has ushed in changes for our editorial department. As we thought, 52 per cent of readers are 65 years old and older. To attract a younger following, we have since began a Highlander podcast and last week launched an app: the highlander.app for breaking news – since the social media bros. in Silicon Valley won’t let us share that stuff on their platforms anymore. 
Editor Lisa Gervais
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