
Stephens to Receive Regents’ 
Hall of Fame Alumni and 

Distinguished Friends Award
	 The University Sys-
tem of Georgia Foundation 
Board of Trustees recently an-
nounced Dr. Jacquelyn W. Ste-
phens has been named a 2024 
recipient of the Regents’ Hall 
of Fame Alumni and Distin-
guished Friends Award. This 
honor recognizes Dr. Stephens’ 
exceptional contributions to 
education and her impactful 
legacy at Savannah State Uni-
versity (SSU) and within the 
community.
	 A 1960 alumna of 
SSU, Stephens earned a mas-
ter’s degree in education from 
Illinois State University and a 
doctoral degree in education 
from the University of Oklaho-
ma. Her remarkable academic 
journey in the field of educa-
tion culminated in her retire-
ment as professor emerita from 
Armstrong Atlantic State Uni-

	 Prior to the 1800’s 
there was no such thing as 
public schools in America. 
The available primary school 
options were a hodgepodge of 
church, charity, private schools 
and tutors, with no education-
al standards or oversight, that 
often excluded girls, the dis-
abled and children of color. 
But many of the Founding Fa-
thers viewed education as the 
key to maintaining a democ-
racy, believing that education 
empowered citizens to make 
smart voting choices, helped 
them to defend their rights and 
freedoms and empowered them 
to recognize tyrants and dema-
gogues who would threaten the 
fragile democracy. The concept 
of publicly funded education 
began to blossom in the 1830’s 
but wasn’t fully realized and 
governed by Federal mandates 
until the 1960’s. Project 2025’s 
plan to eliminate the Depart-
ment of Education threatens to 
dismantle public school as we 
know it while harming other 
aspects of education that you 
may not have known were un-
der the Departments jurisdic-
tion. 
	 As a reminder, Proj-
ect 2025 is a more than 900 
page blueprint (www.proj-
ect2025.org) created by the 
Heritage Foundation and doz-
ens of members of the Trump 
administration, that outlines 
the fundamental changes that 
Trump and the Republican 
Party will make to the country 
should they return to power in 
January 2025.
	 According to the De-
partment of Education section 
of Project 2025, “Federal ed-
ucation policy should be lim-
ited and, ultimately, the fed-
eral Department of Education 
should be eliminated.” The 
mandate suggests that educa-
tion be publicly funded but that 
school choice and standards be 
left to the States and families. 
The Mandate highlights, as an 
example of their plan in ac-

tion, the 2022 Arizona school 
voucher program that provid-
ed 90% of education funding 
directly to parents to use on 
school options of their choice. 
According to a Propublica in-
vestigation, as of July 2024, 
the State of Arizona was facing 
a $1.4 billion deficit (https://
bit.ly/3ywqV0E), largely due 
to the school voucher program, 
and has been forced to make 
cuts to vital public projects 
including infrastructure, high-
way expansion and funding to 
Arizona colleges and universi-
ties. 
	 In addition to estab-
lishing standards for public 
school education, the Depart-
ment of Education institutes 
policies on federal financial 
aid and distributes funds. They 
collect data and publish re-
search on America’s schools 
while prohibiting discrimina-
tion and ensuring equal access 
to education for all children. 
Project 2025 effectively elim-
inates the possibility of future 
student loan debt forgiveness 
stating, “Taxpayers should 
expect their investments in 
higher education to generate 
economic productivity. When 
the federal government lends 
money to individuals for post-
secondary education, taxpayers 
should expect those borrowers 
to repay.”
	 Elimination of the 
Department of Education 
leaves public schools vulner-
able to the whims of individ-
ual States and the for-profit 
interests who want to tap into 
taxpayer dollars. This disman-
tling will eliminate research 
on equality in education while 
harming the futures of low-
er-income students who de-
pend on federal financial aid to 
attend college. Elimination of 
the Department of Education 
could return the United States 
educational system to the pre-
1800’s where only wealthy 
White Males were guaranteed 
a quality education.

INSIDE PROJECT 2025
Project 2025 and the Elimination 
of the Department of Education

Special limited series seeks to dissect key 
components of the Heritage Foundation 

Presidential Transition Project
By Nicole S. Adams

versity, now Georgia Southern 
University. 

Continued on Page 2

Dr. Jacquelyn W. Stephens

	 The National News-
paper Publishers Association 
(NNPA) has learned that Vice 
President Kamala Harris, the 
Democratic presidential can-
didate, has chosen Minnesota 
Gov. Tim Waltz as her running 
mate after much speculation 
and a whirlwind of last-minute 
vetting and interviewing candi-
dates. 
	 As of Monday, Au-
gust 4, reports suggested that 
Harris had narrowed her choic-
es to Walz and Pennsylva-
nia Gov. Josh Shapiro. Other 
considered candidates include 
Transportation Secretary Pete 
Buttigieg and Arizona Senator 
Mark Kelly.
	 Walz provides the 
ticket with a diverse and ex-
tensive background. His career 
spans over two decades in the 
Army National Guard, includ-
ing deployment overseas after 
the 9/11 attacks and a dedicat-
ed period as an educator and 
coach. His political journey 
began with a surprising victo-

	 Savannah Jazz, in 
partnership with the City of 
Savannah and other sponsors 
announces that the 43rd Sa-
vannah Jazz Festival will take 
place September 18 – 22. 15 
Free events are supported by 
the City of Savannah and this 
year two ticketed performances 
are sponsored by Roger Wood 
Foods, Lucas Theatre for the 
Arts, and Rancho Alegre.
	 “We are grateful that 
the City of Savannah will con-
tinue their presenting partner-
ship to deliver more free shows 
during the Savannah Jazz Fes-
tival than any other music fes-
tival in our region,” says Paula 
Fogarty, Executive Director. 
Fogarty goes on to explain, 
“Last year’s festival hosted the 
largest numbers of attendees 
with over 50,000 people and 
we anticipate nothing less this 
year. We are now the largest 

Announcing the 43rd Savannah Jazz Festival 2024
The largest free music festival in the Lowcountry!

Robert Lee Coleman 
by Marcel Benediet

	 Last Wednesday, Au-
gust 7, 2024 Fair Fight held a 
Democracy Summit to com-
memorate the 59th anniversa-
ry of the Voting Rights Act of 
1965, Fair Fight will host the 
Fair Fight Democracy Sum-
mit: 59 Years After the Voting 
Rights Act. Speakers at the 
event highlighted the impact 
of anti-voter laws passed in 
Georgia and spotlight new 
issues that threaten free and 
fair elections, like the Georgia 
State Election Board’s pro-
posed rules changes that could 
be used to undermine the Peach 
State’s 2024 election results. 
	 Speakers also dis-
cussed why as Georgians and 
Americans across the country 
face an onslaught of new an-
ti-voter laws, it’s crucial the 
Voting Rights Act’s protections 
are restored and strengthened 
even further. The federal stan-
dards in the Freedom to Vote 
Act and The John Lewis Voting 
Rights Act, had they passed, 

Kamala Harris Selects Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz as 
Running Mate

By Stacy M. Brown, NNPA Newswire Senior National Correspondent @StacyBrownMedia

Fair Fight Held A Democracy Summit Around Voting Rights 
Act Anniversary

Henry “Hank” Johnson, Jr. Helen Butler Nikema Williams
would have prevented or blunt-
ed the voter suppression we’re 
seeing today as part of a cal-
lous election sabotage scheme.

Among the speakers were:
   • Congresswoman Nikema 
Williams, Chair of the Demo-
cratic Party of Georgia
   • Congressman Hank John-

son, senior member of the 
House Judiciary Committee
   • Dr. Carol Anderson, Wood-
ruff Professor of African 
American Studies at Emo-
ry University and Fair Fight 
Board Member
   • James McWhorter, DeKalb 
County voter and veteran who 

had his right to vote challenged
   • Helen Butler, Executive Di-
rector, The People’s Agenda
   • Cathy Woolard, Former 
Chair, Fulton County Board of 
Registration & Elections
   • Richard Porter, Gwinnett 
County voter and Fair Fight 
volunteer

John Dokes

free cultural arts event in the 
Lowcountry and a destination 
event for people from around 
the nation and the world.”
	 The organization’s 

mission is to deliver world-
class music to a large and di-
verse audience. Although the 
festival events in Forsyth Pare 
are free, there are tickets for 

purchase in the Patron’s Tent 
with seating and refreshments 
for those who do not want to 
bring their own seats and the 
can be purchased at www.sa-
vannahjazz.org.

Our World-Class Lineup
	 The events open with 
Latin Dance Night at Ships of 
the Sea Maritime Museum fea-
turing the upbeat salsa and Lat-
in jazz music of Gino Castillo 
and the Cuban Cowboys.
	 Blues night opens 
with Georgia Blues legend 
Robert Lee Coleman followed 
by the headliner Jimmy Hall, 
most famously known for his 
role as lead vocalist, harmon-
ica and saxophone player for 
Wet Willies. Hall also has 
played with Gregg Allman, 
Chuck Leavell, Butch Trucks, 
Dicky Betts, Jeff Beck, and Joe 
Bonamassa.

Continued on Page 3

Minnesota Gov. Tim Waltz
ry over a six-term Republican 
incumbent in 2006, during a 
Democratic wave year. Walz 
maintained his seat in a typi-
cally red district until he ran for 
governor in 2018, after which 
the seat reverted to GOP con-
trol.

	 During his tenure as 
governor, Walz has faced sig-
nificant challenges and navi-
gated a series of political and 
social upheavals, including the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the 
murder of George Floyd, which 
sparked global anti-racist pro-

tests. Despite criticisms and 
complaints, Walz’s leadership 
led to a Democratic trifecta in 
Minnesota by early 2023.
	 Forbes Magazine 
highlighted Walz’s appeal as 
a moderate Democrat with 
a working-class background 
and rural roots, making him 
an attractive option for inde-
pendents and moderate Dem-
ocrats. Former Senator Heidi 
Heitkamp praised Walz for 
his relatable life experiences, 
which align with many rural 
Americans.
	 Walz’s political ca-
reer began with a stint on for-
mer Massachusetts Senator 
John Kerry’s 2004 presidential 
campaign. His transition from 
teaching on the Pine Ridge 
Indian Reservation in South 
Dakota, where he met his wife, 
Gwen, to teaching in China and 
later at a high school in Manka-
to, Minnesota, set the stage for 
his political aspirations.

Continued on Page 2
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Stephens to Receive Regents’ Hall of Fame Alumni and Distinguished Friends Award
Continued from Page 1

	 “I am deeply honored 
to receive the Regents Hall 
of Fame Alumni and Distin-
guished Friends Award,” said 
Dr. Stephens. “Thanks to the 
University System of Georgia 
Foundation Board of Trustees. 
Also, thanks to my beloved 
Savannah State University for 

nominating me.” 
	 Throughout her illus-
trious career, Stephens has been 
honored with numerous acco-
lades, including the Regional 
Education Service Award from 
the Alpha Kappa Alpha So-
rority, the Armstrong Atlantic 
State University Alumni Asso-

ciation Award, the Kappa Del-
ta Pi Honor Society’s Point of 
Excellence Award, and SSU’s 
Cyrus G. Wiley Distinguished 
Alumni Award. Dr. Stephens 
was also recognized as a 1985 
National Kellogg Fellow. 
	 Dr. Stephens has also 
made significant contributions 

to the field of bibliotherapy and 
reading education. She has au-
thored a book and several arti-
cles on these subjects and has 
delivered numerous scholarly 
presentations at national and 
international conferences. Her 
work has greatly influenced the 
understanding and practice of 

reading education, benefiting 
students and educators alike. 
	 “We are so proud of 
Dr. Stephens and all that she 
has accomplished throughout 
her career,” said Cynthia Rob-
inson Alexander, SSU Interim 
President. “As a well-respected 
SSU alum and distinguished 
faculty member, Dr. Stephens 
represents the best of what SSU 
has to offer, and is so deserving 

of such a prestigious honor.” 
	 The award honors 
individuals or couples of re-
markable character, accom-
plishment, and dedication to 
higher education. Stephens will 
officially be recognized at the 
annual Regents’ Scholarship 
and Awards Gala to be held on 
September 12, 2024 in Fayette-
ville, Ga.

Place your Organization’s 
information and activities on 
our Community News Page! 

Email: newsroom@
savannahtribune.com and 

tanyam@savannahtribune.com

Kamala Harris Selects 
Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz as 

Running Mate
By Stacy M. Brown, NNPA Newswire Senior National 
Correspondent @StacyBrownMedia

Continued from Page 1

	 As governor, Walz’s 
accomplishments include en-
suring tuition-free meals at 
state universities, enshrining 
abortion rights into state law, 
banning conversion therapy, 
and protecting gender-affirm-
ing healthcare. Recently, he de-
fended those measures against 
right-wing criticism, empha-
sizing the importance of acces-
sible healthcare and education.
	 In May, Walz expand-
ed voting rights in Minnesota 
for an estimated 55,000 for-
merly incarcerated residents. 
	 While he has faced 
backlash from Minnesota Re-
publicans over his stance on 
gender-affirming care, Walz 
has also been criticized for re-
cent comments targeting politi-
cal opponents. 
	 Meanwhile, Har-
ris’ presidential campaign has 
continued to gain momentum, 
securing significant endorse-
ments and unprecedented fi-
nancial support. The National 
Association of Social Workers 
(NASW), the American Feder-

ation of State, County, and Mu-
nicipal Employees (AFSCME), 
and the United Auto Workers 
(UAW) have all endorsed her 
candidacy.
	 Fueling Harris’s cam-
paign is a historic fundraising 
effort. More than $310 million 
was raised in July alone, mark-
ing the largest single-month 
haul of the 2024 cycle. That 
brought her campaign’s total 
fundraising to over $1 billion, 
surpassing previous records 
and outpacing the Trump cam-
paign.
	 As the Democrat-
ic National Convention ap-
proaches, Harris and Walz’s 
campaign seeks to capitalize 
on the momentum. “We know 
the hard work required to se-
cure a victory in November, 
and we are committed to see-
ing it through,” Harris’ cam-
paign manager, Julie Chavez 
Rodriguez, declared after the 
record-breaking fundraising 
month. “When we fight togeth-
er, we win.”
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Savannah Book Festival Announces New Board of Directors

Betsy Lancaster Bradd Siegel

Cecilia Arango Mandy ParsonsRobert Griffith
	 The Savannah Book 
Festival (SBF) announces 
new members of the Board of 
Directors (BoD). Betsy Lan-
caster, Bradd Siegel, Cecilia 
Arango, Mandy Parsons, and 
Robert Griffith have joined the 
SBF Board of Directors. The 
new board members join Bob 
Zerbe, Board President; Carri 
Stoltz, Secretary; Kristin Pren-
tiss Ott, Vice- President; Matt 
Smith, Treasurer, and Rachel 
Young Fields, past-President, 
for the 2024-2026 year.
	 Betsy Lancaster is 
a current SBF Development 
Committee member and res-
ident of The Ford Field and 
River Club. For 30 years Bet-
sy was an active member of a 
book club in Chagrin Falls, and 
for the last 10 years she has 
chaired the Ford Book Club.
	 Bradd Siegel moved 
to Savannah in 2013 after liv-
ing in Columbus, Ohio for 30 
years where Bradd was a part-
ner in a large law firm. Bradd 
served three years on the Green 
Committee, The Landings As-
sociation’s Appeals Commit-
tee, and on the Board of The 
Landings Men’s Golf Associa-
tion, becoming its President.
	 Cecilia Arango is 

Principal and Certified Pro-
fessional Services Marketer at 
Thomas & Hutton. With over 
23 years of experience, she 
oversees marketing, commu-
nications, and community rela-
tions for Thomas & Hutton.
	 Mandy Parsons is the 
President and CEO of the Boys 
and Girls Club of the Low-
country in Bluffton. She is the 
former CFO of United Way of 
the Coastal Empire. Mandy is 
an experienced leader with a 
demonstrated history of work-

ing in the non-profit organiza-
tion management industry.
	 Robert Griffith is a 
Professor of Writing at SCAD. 
Rob is the author of sever-
al books of poetry including 
The Moon from Every Win-
dow which was nominated for 
the 2013 Poets’ Prize. He is a 
founding Publisher of Measure 
Press. His fantasy novel, En-
gines of Night, is forthcoming 
from Hydra Publications.
	 “Our new members 
and their combined skillsets, 

insights and enthusiasm will 
be instrumental in the advance 
of our mission to celebrate the 
written word and promote lit-
eracy throughout the region,” 
said Bob Zerbe, BOD Presi-
dent. “We are thrilled to have 
these accomplished leaders in 
our community join the Savan-
nah Book Festival Board of Di-
rectors.”

Important November Election Dates
   • August 19 is the first day you can request an 
      absentee ballot for the November election
   • October 7 is the deadline to register for Georgia’s 
      General Election
   • October 15 is the start of early in-person voting 
      begins
   • November 5 (Election Day) absentee ballots must 
      be received by the closing of polls

Announcing the 43rd Savannah 
Jazz Festival 2024

The largest free music festival in the
 Lowcountry!

Continued from Page 1

	 Female artists popu-
late the stage again when 2024 
GRAMMY Jazz Vocalist of the 
Year Nicole Zuraitis takes the 
stage with the USC Left Bank 
Big Band on Friday in the Park. 
On Saturday New Orleans jazz 
legend Doreen Ketchens will 
energize the crowd with her 
upbeat burning NOLA sound.
	 Every baseball fan 
should come out when 4-time 
World Series Champion for 
the New York Yankees, Ber-
nie Williams, takes the stage. 
Williams is a graduate of The 
Manhattan School of Music’s 
jazz program and is a Bened-
etto Guitar Artist. Two of his 
singles have made #1 on Bill-
board’s list and his second al-
bum was nominated for a Latin 
GRAMMY Award for Best In-
strumental Album.

	 Regional performers 
include Savannah Jazz Hall of 
Fame Band, Sapphire Bullets 
of Pure Love, and the Savan-
nah Jazz Orchestra with John 
Dokes, and School Band Day 
on Sunday.       
	 “Our audiences are 
the most diverse and inclusive 
of any music event in Savannah 
with 40% Blacks, 40% Whites, 
15% Hispanics, and 5% Asian 
and other. The Savannah Jazz 
Festival is truly ‘the people’s 
festival,’” Fogarty says. 
	 Savannah Jazz, a 
501c3 non-profit, is calling 
for your support to keep our 
festival free.  Your individu-
al and corporate sponsorships 
will reach over 100,000 people 
globally. For the full schedule 
and lineup details visit www.
savannahjazz.org.

“Purpose: God Has a Plan”

	 Purpose In God, is excited to announce the Book 
Signing of  Rosemary Singleton’s first publication - “Purpose: 
God Has a Plan” on Saturday, September 14, 2024 at  2:00pm - 
4:00pm at Tazz726 Event Studio | 4410 Ogeechee Road, Savan-
nah, Georgia 31405. 
	 Ever since Rosemary Singleton was a young woman, 
she has embraced the everyday work of marriage,  motherhood, 
and ministry. But no matter how blessed a woman or man is or 
how faithfully they pursue God,  life gets hard. The usual busy-
ness coupled with sickness, tragedy, and other trials can cause 
anyone to lose  their sense of purpose.  
	 Through this book, Mrs. Singleton wants to remind 
people that God has a plan and purpose for their lives,  and no 
matter how challenging life can be at times, do not lose your 
sense of purpose.  

Follow Us On Social Media!
Instagram: savannahtribune 
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FREE BREAD GIVEAWAYS  
(EVERY FOURTH SUNDAY: 

12:30 PM - 2:30 PM)
The “BREAD OF LIFE” MINISTRY

Trinity Fountain AME Church, 6702 Key Street 
@ Countryside Drive, Savannah, GA 31406

Phone: (912) 201-1713
Rev. Ollie M. Roberson, Pastor

Walking in love, guided by the Holy Spirit and teaching the 
Word!

Sunday worship is at 10am EST
90 minutes with God that will transform your life 

forever!
Location: Holiday Inn Midtown

11325 Abercorn Street
Savannah, GA 31419

We are expecting you. God bless you richly. 
Call us for prayer or more information at 912-456-1851.

Christ Embassy Savannah 
Grace Church

Little Bryan Baptist Church 
102nd Church Anniversary

	 The Little Bryan Bap-
tist Church located 4110 Heard 
St. in Liberty City would like 
to cordially invite you to our 
102nd Church Anniversary on 
August 18, 2024 at 3:00pm. 

	 First Smyrna Baptist 
Church will bless us in worship 
as Pastor Roemain Bennett, Sr. 
will deliver The Word of God 
for our special occasion.

Breastfeeding Events & Public 
Education Observed In 

National Breastfeeding Month
	 In celebration of Na-
tional Breastfeeding Month in 
August, Healthy Savannah and 
partner organizations are sup-
porting several events planned 
for new parents, those consid-
ering breastfeeding, and breast-
feeding advocates.
	 The theme for Na-
tional Breastfeeding Month 
2024 is Nourish, Sustain, 
Thrive; which aims to highlight 
the importance of lactation for 
the human life cycle. Nation-
al Breastfeeding Month also 
serves as a reminder that dis-
parities that discourage breast-
feeding still exist.

Upcoming events in the 
Savannah area include: 

   • Breastfeeding Communi-
ty Conversations: The second 
meeting is scheduled from 5:30 
- 7:00 PM on Monday, Aug. 26 
at the African-American Health 
Information & Resource Cen-
ter, 1910 Abercorn St, Savan-
nah, GA, 31401. The sessions 
will be led by Dr. Nandi Mar-
shall of Georgia Southern Uni-
versity’s Jiann-Ping Hsu Col-
lege of Public Health, Healthy 
Savannah team members and 
other community leaders. 
Giveaways will be provided 
to participants. To learn more 
about joining the conversation, 
visit healthysavannah.org or 
email Margie Watson at mar-
gie@healthysavannah.org.
   • Black Maternal Health 

Support Group: Meets from 
6-7 PM on Thursday, Aug. 22 
and every fourth Thursday of 
the month at Restoration Chi-
ropractic, 5102 Paulsen St. 
Building 7, Savannah, Ga., 
31405. Presented by Akwaa-
ba Wellness, led by Morenike 
Tyehimba, IBCLC, certified 
holistic doula, certified Rei-
ki & meditation master. Call 
912-421-0526 or 843-476-
83-82 or email welcome@ak-
waabawellness.com or health-
ylowcountrylady@gmail.com.
	 A Breastfeeding Ini-
tiatives community engage-
ment and planning group is 
forming now. Community 
members and leaders are invit-
ed to become involved or learn 
more. Email Margie Watson at 
margie@healthysavannah.org.
	 Healthy Savannah is 
co-administrator, along with 
the YMCA of Coastal Geor-
gia, of a five-year, $5.1 million 
Racial & Ethnic Approaches to 
Community Health (REACH) 
grant issued in 2023 by the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC). A por-
tion of the initiative is focused 
on increasing awareness of 
the disparities that discourage 
breastfeeding by Black moth-
ers in Chatham County and 
identifying opportunities to re-
move those obstacles, especial-
ly in the workplace.

Weathering the Storm Youth 
Activities Rescheduled

	 The “Weathering the 
Storm” Workshop scheduled 
for August 10 at the Goodwill 
Opportunity Center was can-
celed due to Tropical Storm 
Debby.
	 Weathering the Storm 
Workshops help youth manage 
stress and equip them with the 
tools to cope with the immedi-
ate and long-term impacts of 
extreme weather events. Topics 
include stress management, di-
saster safety and preparedness, 
and extreme heat safety. Giv-
en the recent weather events, 
the need for these workshops 
is more important than ever. 
Workshops are open to ages 
10-14.
	 The next workshop 
will take place on August 17th, 

11:00 AM at the Bull Street Li-
brary Auditorium (2002 Bull 
St, Savannah, GA 31401). A 
Weathering the Storm Work-
shop is scheduled for August 
24th, 10:00 AM at the Good-
will Opportunity Center at 
7220 Sallie Mood Dr. in Sa-
vannah. The date and time for 
the workshop at the Islands Li-
brary (50 Johnny Mercer Bou-
levard) is TBD.
   • August 17 at the Bull 
      Street Library 
      Auditorium (2002 Bull St, 
      Savannah, GA 31401), 
      11:00 AM
   • August 24 at the Goodwill 
      Opportunity Center (7220 
      Sallie Mood Dr.), 10:00 AM
   • Islands Library, 50 Johnny 
      Mercer Boulevard, TBD

Visit Our Photo Gallery on our Website!
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Senior 
Volunteer 

Program of EOA
	 Share your time and 
special talents with others, join 
the Retired and Senior Vol-
unteer Program of EOA, we 
need your help to help others.  
Through RSVP seniors 55 and 
older serve in various commu-
nity organizations 1 to 40 hours 
per week.  Choose where you 
want to serve from the many 
local agencies we are affiliated 
with.  Qualifications are to be 
55, want to enjoy life and have 
the desire to share your person-
al talents with others.  Remem-
ber, “Volunteers are the Heart 
of America.”
	 For further exciting 
information please contact 
Eddis Duncan., 238-2960 Ext. 
125.

Free Hearing
 Screenings 

Every Thursday
	 The Savannah 
Speech and Hearing Center, 
5414 Skidaway Road, a non-
profit organization serving cli-
ents with speech pathology and 
audiology needs, offers free 
hearing screenings which are 
open to the public every Thurs-
day from 9-11 a.m. Children 
ages three years old to adults 
of all ages are screened on a 
first-come, first-serve basis by 
a trained audiology assistant. 
	 For more informa-
tion, call 912.355.4601 or vis-
it www.speechandhearingsav.
org.

2000 Tutors 
at Tutors.com

	 Great for Grades 1 
through 12, College Students, 
Adult Education, or Career 
Assistance! Tutor.com offers 
more than 2,000 tutors who 
work from their home or office 
from throughout North Amer-
ica. Tutors include certified 
teachers, college professors 
and professional tutors, all with 
proven subject experience. For 
more information, visit http://
www.liveoakpl.org.

Skidaway Island Democrats Meeting on 
August 15th

	 The Skidaway Island 
Democrats Meeting has been 
rescheduled to August 15th at 
7 pm at The Landings Associ-
ation, 600 Landings Way, Sa-
vannah GA 31411. The meet-
ing has been rescheduled from 
its original time due to a sched-
uling conflict. 
	 The topic of the meet-
ing will be Voter Protection 
and we will be joined by Ce-

cilia Ugarte Baldwin, Director, 
Voter Protection, Democratic 
Party of Georgia; Liz Barrett, 
Voter Protection Deputy Direc-
tor, Democratic Party of Geor-
gia and the Harris for President 
Campaign; and Carter Hamby, 
Regional Organizing Director 
for the DPG/Harris for Presi-
dent Coordinated Campaign in 
Coastal Georgia.

Jewish Educational 
Alliance Is 
Calling For 
Creatives In 

Grades 3-12 To 
Participate In The 
Upcoming Youth 

Group Show 
Inspired By Jewish 

Artist Icons
	 The Jewish Educa-
tional Alliance (JEA) is pleased 
to announce the upcoming 
Youth Creatives Group Show 
Celebrating Jewish Art Icons. 
	 The JEA is asking stu-
dents to unleash their creativity 
and talent for a chance to have 
their masterpiece exhibited in a 
group show during the month 
of September. This show may 
feature drawings, paintings, 
collages, photography, sculp-
ture, fibers and more inspired 
by some of the most iconic art-
ists in history -- who all happen 
to be Jewish! Whether a piece 
by Chagall or Frankenthaler or 
Winogrand is selected as inspi-
ration, the student may present 
their interpretative masterpiece 
in the medium of their choos-
ing. The deadline for the online 
submission form is Monday, 
August 26th and may be found 
on the JEA website (savannah-
jea.org/artsandideas). All Art-
work must be delivered to the 
JEA by Monday, August 26th, 
5111 Abercorn. 
	 This special show co-
incides with the Montag Gal-
lery opening reception being 
held on Sunday, September 
22nd, 3 - 4 PM. Cash prizes 
and more will be awarded to 
the finalists. 
	 All are welcome to 
come and celebrate this special 
event. 

GA Legislative 
Black Caucus to 

Host National 
Senior Citizen Day 

Events
	 The Georgia Legis-
lative Black Caucus (GLBC), 
chaired by State Representa-
tive Carl Gilliard (D-Savan-
nah), will host several National 
Senior Citizen Day events, in 
partnership with Choice Pro-
ducers Network (CPN) and De-
voted Health, on Wednesday, 
August 21, 2024, in Savannah 
and Jonesboro.
	 Seniors’ Day Summit 
Informational Sessions will be 
held at the following locations 
on Wed., August 21, 2024:
  • 11 AM at the Southwest 
Chatham Library - 14097 
Abercorn St., Sav., GA 31419;
  • 12:30 PM at the Southwest 
Chatham Library;
  • 2 PM at the Southwest 
Chatham Library;
  • 11 AM at the Lakeview 
Event Center - 2300 Walt 
Stephens Rd., Jonesboro, GA 
30236;
  • 12:30 PM at the Lakeview 
Event Center.
  • 2 PM at the Lakeview 
Event Center.
	 These free public 
events will be held in Chatham 
County (Savannah) and Clay-
ton County (Atlanta) to honor 
the contributions of senior cit-
izens to families and society. 
Named the “Seniors’ Day Sum-
mit,” the events aim to provide 
information about changes to 
Medicare prescription drug 
laws and healthcare services.
	 These information-
al sessions will also cover 
new prescription drug laws, 
enhanced benefits for low-in-
come beneficiaries, expanded 
healthcare services, advice and 
resources. State Senator Gail 
Davenport (D-Jonesboro) will 
be a guest at the Jonesboro 
events, and Chatham County 
Commissioner Tanya Milton 
will be a guest at the Savan-
nah events. The events will 
also feature three 90-minute 
informative sessions at each lo-
cation. Due to limited seating, 
attendees are encouraged to 
register at choiceproducersnet-
work.com/events/ by August 
18, 2024.
	 “Every senior citizen 
must be informed about these 
critical changes to Medicare,” 
said Rep. Gilliard.

Thank You For Reading The 
Savannah Tribune in Print & Online! 

Visit Our Website at www.savannahtribune.com
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Cuyler-Brownville 
Neighborhood Assoc. , Inc. 

(CBNA)
	 Let your Voices Be Heard! CBNA invites the residents 
residing in the boundaries of CBNA  neighborhood to join and 
attend the monthly CBNA community meetings. You can also 
participate in the annual events. Bring your concerns to the table, 
hear reports from gov’t public services, and meet your neighbors. 
Meetings held every First Tuesday of the month at 6:00 p.m. at 
the Tompkins Regional Recreation Center, 2333 Ogeechee Rd, 
Savannah, GA 31415. Neighborhood boundaries are: westside – 
Ogeechee Rd/Kollock St. to the westside of MLK, Jr. Blvd; the 
northside of Victory Dr. to the southside of West Anderson St. 
Mrs. Gloria Williams, President.

	 The Legacy Continues! The St. Pius X High School 
Alumni Assoc. (SPXHSAA) invites all former students and for-
mer staff to attend our monthly alumni ZOOM meetings. 
	 See old pals and make new friends. Hear all the news 
and dates for upcoming events. For ZOOM meeting user name 
and password; text Pamela at 912-224-4815. 
Ms. Mary Lewis,’62,  President

The Early Bird Catches 
the Worm

	 The St. Pius X H.S. Alumni Asso. (Savannah, GA) will 
host its Annual Pius Fest the weekend of August 16-17-18, 2024. 
For registration information, please text Pam Jones @ 912-224-
4815.

Thank You For Reading 

St. Pius X Monthly Zoom 
Meetings

	 Heavenly Books and Gifts/ “The Rivers” Ministry - 
106 A Oglethorpe Professional Court - Savannah GA 31406. Call 
912-228-2634 or 912-777-7133 for info.

Prayer & Healing School weekly 
- Thursday & Saturday. 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

For those in need of healing in their spirit, soul, emotions, & 
body or a miracle from God. We teach what God says about your 
problems & what’s causing it! Then act on the Word from Mark 
15: 17: These signs shall follow them that believe in my name, 
they shall cast out devils, speak with new tongues....they will lay 
hands on the sick & they will get well! 
	 Come hear & be healed & get God’s power flowing into 
your life !!!
•   Phone: 912-228-2634 - Rev. Pearlene Tindle
•   Email: pearlerivers@yahoo.com

Heavenly Books and Gifts 
Prayer & Healing School



7The Savannah Tribune • Wednesday,  August 14,  2024



8 The Savannah Tribune • Wednesday, August 14,  2024



9The Savannah Tribune • Wednesday,  August 14,  2024

Savannah Chapter Charms Attend 29th 
Biennial Conclave

Local Student Trinity Herb Receives 
National Honor 

Islands High School student recognized for superior academic achievement by 
The National Society of High School Scholars

	 The National Soci-
ety of High School Scholars 
(NSHSS) today announced 
student Trinity Herb from Sa-
vannah, GA, has been selected 
to become a member of the 
esteemed organization. The 
Society recognizes top schol-
ars who have demonstrated 
outstanding leadership, schol-
arship and community commit-
ment. The announcement was 
made by NSHSS Co-founder 
and President James W. Lewis. 
	 “On behalf of 
NSHSS and our co-founder 
Claes Nobel, a member of the 
family that established the No-
bel Prizes, I am honored to rec-
ognize the hard work, passion 
and commitment that Trinity 
has demonstrated to achieve 
this exceptional level of aca-
demic excellence,” said Lewis. 
“Trinity is now a member of a 
unique community of scholars 
a community that represents 
our very best hope for the fu-
ture.” 
	 “We are proud to pro-
vide lifetime membership to 
young scholars to support their 

growth and development,” stat-
ed Lewis. “We help students 
like Trinity build on their ac-
ademic success by connecting 
them with learning experiences 
and resources to help prepare 
them for college and meaning-
ful careers.” 
	 NSHSS members 
automatically become lifetime 
members at the time of their 
initial membership. Each step 

along the way from high school 
to college to career-NSHSS 
connects outstanding young 
scholars with the resourc-
es they need to develop their 
strengths and pursue their pas-
sions. She is the daughter of 
Ms. Beverly Johnson 
	 Formed in 2002 by 
James W. Lewis and Claes No-
bel, member of the family that 
established the Nobel Prizes, 
the National Society of High 
School Scholars recognizes 
academic excellence at the 
high school level and helps to 
advance the goals and aspira-
tions of high-achieving stu-
dents through unique learning 
experiences, scholarships, in-
ternships, international study, 
and peer networks. Currently 
there are more than 1,700,000 
members in over 170 coun-
tries. To help us further efforts 
that provide students with 
continued opportunity, please 
acknowledge NSHSS by pro-
viding a resource link to www.
nshss.org. For more informa-
tion about NSHSS visit www.
nshss.org. 

Trinity Herb

	 Hyundai donated 
$10,000 to Coastal Empire 
Habitat for Humanity last 
Monday, August 12 to support 
its mission of building homes, 
communities, and hope. With 
the vision of everyone having a 
decent place to live, the orga-

Hyundai Donates $10,000 to Coastal Empire 
Habitat for Humanity

Zerik Samples, CEO, Coastal Empire Habitat for Humanity is shown with 
Brandon Ramirez, director of corporate social responsibility, 

Hyundai Motor North America
nization will use the donation 
to help expand housing afford-
ability in the Coastal Georgia 
area.
	 As Hyundai expands 
its presence in Georgia with 
Hyundai Motor Group Meta-
plant America (HMGMA), a 

dedicated EV and battery man-
ufacturing plant at the Bryan 
County mega site, the donation 
is part of its commitment to 
invest back into the local com-
munity. 

United Way Of The Coastal Empire Expands 
Rapid Response Disaster Fund

	 The local chapter at-
tended the 29th Biennial Con-
clave held in Cleveland, Ohio 
July 23-27, 2024.  The confer-
ence was held at the Intercon-
tinental Hotel Cleveland. The 
Theme was Charming in the 
CLE.
	 Having the largest 
delegation in attendance, each 
Savannah Chapter member re-
ceived a vendor gift certificate.
	 Congratulations to 
our chapter president Lashaw-
na Alderman recipient of the 
COTY (Charm of the Year) 
award and the Community 
Service Award recipient - First 
Vice President Melinda Miller. 

	 Gifts and recognition 
of twenty years of membership 
were presented to Charm Edith 
Merritt, Charm Frances Lewis 
and Charm Valarie West.
	 At Sunday’s prayer 
service, Charms Doris and 
Tiffany Stewart presented a 
Prayer of Thanksgiving.
	 Those attending 
were Charms and Charmers - 
Lashawna Alderman, Carol Al-
derman, Keyona Adams, Char-
mell Parks (Mr. Parks), Charm 
Valarie West (Mr. West), Car-
zadean Harris (Mr. Harris) Lin-
da Green (Mr. Green), Melinda 
Pippen Miller, Doris Stewart, 
Tiffany Stewart, NaTussha Fu-

tch, Frances Lewis, Edith Mer-
ritt, Dorothy Campbell, Gem 
Sa’Maya Harris and Guest 
LaShondral Bowers.
	 The Savannah Chap-
ter will continue to support and 
serve the Savannah community 
with our time, service and re-
sources.
	 Charms, Inc. a non-
profit social, civic and cultural 
organization of women educat-
ed to high cultural standards 
and humanitarian service that 
will improve the quality of life 
for all was founded in Pitts-
burgh, PA 1952. Savannah 
Chapter was chartered October 
1973.

	  United Way of the 
Coastal Empire has expanded 
the Rapid Response Disaster 
Fund across all four counties, 
to include Bryan, Chatham, 
Effingham, and Liberty coun-
ties. These funds will provide 
critical response and recovery 
support to impacted residents 
across the region.  
 	 In the wake of Trop-
ical Storm Debby, residents 
across Bryan, Chatham, Effing-
ham, and Liberty Counties are 
facing severe challenges due to 
widespread flooding and storm 
damage. Homes have been 
damaged and many families 
displaced. The storm’s impact 
has left communities in urgent 
need of support as they begin 
the recovery process. In re-
sponse to this crisis, the United 
Way of the Coastal Empire has 
activated its Rapid Response 

Disaster Fund to provide im-
mediate relief to those affected, 
ensuring that vital resources 
and assistance reach the most 
vulnerable populations during 
this critical time.
	 In 2023, United Way 
of the Coastal Empire launched 
a formal partnership with 
the Emergency Management 
Agencies in Bryan, Chatham, 
Effingham, and Liberty coun-
ties to support disaster recov-
ery in an emergency. Each 
County Emergency Manage-
ment Agency determines when 
the Rapid Response Disaster 
Fund is necessary and should 
be activated. United Way’s role 
in this partnership is to spear-
head fundraising efforts for di-
saster response and recovery.   
 	 On Thursday, August 
8th, the Chatham County Emer-
gency Management Agency 

activated the Rapid Response 
Disaster Fund for Chatham 
County. Following damage 
assessments in Bryan, Effing-
ham, and Liberty Counties, the 
respective County Emergency 
Management Agencies also 
activated the Rapid Response 
Disaster Fund. United Way will 
remain in close contact with all 
our county partners to ensure 
coordinated efforts.  
	 “At United Way of 
the Coastal Empire, we un-
derstand that the flooding has 
significantly impacted families 
and households throughout our 
community. We stand ready 
to support,” says Kimber-
ly Waller, United Way of the 
Coastal Empire President and 
CEO. 
	 Give to Rapid Re-
sponse Disaster Fund by visit-
ing the website at uwce.org.

Important November Election Dates
   • Nov. 5 (Election Day) absentee ballots must be received by the closing of polls
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Savannah Spelman College Alumnae Chapter Hosts Send-off 
For New First-Year Student

	 The Savannah Chap-
ter of the National Alumnae 
Association of Spelman Col-
lege (NAASC) hosted a heart-
warming event to welcome the 

newest member of the Spelman 
community, Noa Harris, a re-
cent graduate of the Interna-
tional Baccalaureate Program 
at Sol C. Johnson High School. 
The event, held on July 28, 
2024, reflected the deep  sis-
terhood and legacy fostered by 
Spelman College.  
	 The send-off was 
attended by members of the 
Savannah and Golden Isles 
(Brunswick area) alumnae 
chapters of NAASC, as well 
as current students who were 
preparing to return to campus 
for the fall semester. The after-
noon was filled  with engaging 
activities designed to introduce 
the new student to the Spelman 

sisterhood and provide her with 
a sense of belonging from the 
very start of her college jour-
ney.  
	 A highlight of the 
event included an inspirational 
talk from 2024 Spelma  grad-
uate Courtney Stewart. She 
shared many gems of wisdom, 
including, “Being surrounded 
by so many beautiful, educat-
ed and talented black women 
will motivate you to be your 
best self.” Stewart added: “Al-
low the space to cultivate you. 
Spelman gifts you a newfound 
confidence, empowering you to 
enter the world as a formidable 
force equipped to make an im-
pact.” 

	 The program also fea-
tured opportunities for current 
students and alumnae to offer 
a glimpse into life at Spelman 
College by offering personal 
experiences and helpful  tips 
for successful campus life.  
	 “We are thrilled that 
Noa chose Spelman, and we 
welcome her into our sister-
hood,” said Cheri Dean, pres-
ident of the Savannah Alumnae 
Chapter of NAASC. The send-
off symbolizes the unity and 
legacy of our local Spelman 
community. Our alumnae are 
committed to supporting Spel-
man students as they embark 
on their academic, professional 
and personal journeys.”

Savannah Technical College Receives $470,000 
Nursing Grant

	 Savannah Technical 
College was awarded $470,000 
from the Georgia Board of 
Health Care Workforce (GBH-
CW) for its Practical Nursing 
program. The GBHCW re-
cently provided grant funds to 
nursing schools in Georgia to 
increase the number of nursing 
graduates in Georgia’s work-
force.
	 “We appreciate the 
funding from the Georgia 
Board of Health Care Work-
force, which enables us to sup-
port our Practical Nursing stu-
dents,” said STC President Dr. 
Ryan Foley.

	 Starting in Fall 2024, 
the Nursing Schools Grant will 
provide wraparound supports to 
improve STC Practical Nursing 
students’ ability to persist and 
graduate with mental health 
counseling, emergency vehi-
cle repair/transportation funds, 
books, supplies, uniforms, and 
loaner laptops. Students will 
also receive program-specific 
assistance through a combi-
nation of learning resources, 
assessment tools, and data ana-
lytics with ATI Complete Part-
nership, which will optimize 
student preparedness and better 
prepare graduates for success 
on the NCLEX.
	 The grant will also 
fund the purchase of a Pyxis 
Machine, which is a state-of-
the-art automated medication 
dispensing system in health-
care facilities such as hospitals 
and pharmacies. It is designed 
to improve medication man-
agement, enhance patient safe-
ty, and streamline workflow for 
healthcare professionals.
	 Nurses are in high 
demand. In 2023, the Savan-
nah metro area had a skills gap 
of 3,173 for registered nurs-
es (RN), 1,611 for practical 
nurses (LPN), and 1,052 for 
nurse aides (CNA). Savannah 
Technical College provides 
training through competitive 
selection and with short-term 
training options including: 

practical nurses, patient care 
technicians, and nurse aides. 
The College will soon will 
offer the Associate of Science 
in Nursing (ASN), which will 
allow those that complete it to 
take the registered nurse exam.
	 The GBHCW Nurs-
ing Schools Grant is designed 
to support nursing schools, 
providing more opportunities 
to enhance enrollment capaci-
ty and graduate more nurses to 
serve our communities.
	 A total of $3 million 
in grants was awarded by the 
Georgia Board of Health Care 
Workforce. In addition to Sa-
vannah Technical College, Al-
bany Technical College, Cen-
tral Georgia Technical College, 
Georgia Southwestern State 
University, Lanier Technical 
College, and Southern Region-
al Technical College were also 
awarded grants.
	 Licensed practical 
nurses (LPNs), under the di-
rection of physicians and reg-
istered nurses, care for people 
who are sick, injured, conva-
lescent, or disabled. Program 
graduates receive a practical 
nursing diploma and have the 
qualifications of an entry-level 
practical nurse.
	 For more information 
about STC’s nursing programs 
visit: www.savannahtech.edu/
nursing.

Important November Election Dates
   • August 19 is the first day you can request an absentee 
      ballot for the November election. Get your absentee ballot 
      application at securemyabsenteeballot.sos.ga.gov/s/

Look up “PROJECT 2025” 
and the alternative “Project 
FREEDOM” and do your 
research for the upcoming 

November 5th Election! Your 
Voice Matters and so does 

Your Vote! Encourage others 
to do their own Research and 

Head to the Polls with you.

Visit Our Website
 Photo Gallery 

www.savannahtribune.com
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Sports With 
Walter Moore

Ludy Named To Volleyball Preseason 
Team

Kloe Ludy

	 Savannah State Uni-
versity senior Kloe Ludy has 
been named to the 2024 South-
ern Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference Women’s Volley-
ball Preseason All-Conference 
Team.
	 The LaFayette, Geor-
gia native was named to the 

Second Team.
	 During the 2023 sea-
son, Ludy played in 96 sets and 
24 matches. Offensively, she 
had 23 points, 40 assists, 20 
serving aces and two kills. On 
the defensive side, she had 501 
digs and one block.
	 As a team, Savannah 
State was picked to finish fifth 
in the SIAC Eastern Division.
	 The Lady Tigers 
ended the season with a 12-12 
overall record and had a 8-11 
conference mark.
	 Albany State was 
predicted to win the Eastern 
Division, followed by Edward 
Waters, Clark Atlanta, Bene-
dict, SSU, Allen and Fort Val-
ley State.
	 Spring Hill won the 
SIAC Tournament last year 
and is predicted to capture 
the Western Division in 2024. 
Miles is expected to finished 
second followed by Lane, Cen-
tral State, Tuskegee, Kentucky 
State and LeMoyne-Owen.

Brown Receives Preseason Accolades

Antario Brown

	 Savannah native and 
current Northern Illinois run-
ning back Antario Brown has 
received several preseason 
honors ahead of the 2024 foot-
ball season.
	 In mid-June he gar-
nered 2024 Preseason All 
Mid-American Conference 
teams by Athlon Sports and 
Phil Steele.
	 On July 19, he was 
named to the Preseason All-
MAC First Team and on July 
29 he was named to the Max-
well Award Watch List. The 
Maxwell Award, presented by 

the Maxwell Football Club, is 
awarded annually to the out-
standing player in college foot-
ball.
	 In 2023 Brown be-
came the first NIU running 
back to earn All-Mid-Ameri-
can Conference first team hon-
ors in eight years. Brown was 
second in the MAC with 1,296 
yards and 6.11 yards per car-
ry. He ranked in the top-20 in 
the Football Bowl Subdivision 
in rushing yards and yards per 
game. Brown had four games 
of 150 yards or more in 2023 
with a 280-yard, four-touch-
down effort in a 55-14 win at 
Akron. His 21.5 yards per rush 
against the Zips broke the NIU 
single-game yards per carry 
record set in 1989 by Stacey 
Robinson.
	 The Beach High 
School grad is the 13th run-
ning back in NIU football his-
tory to rush for over 2,500 ca-
reer yards. He is fifth all-time 
at NIU in yards per carry at 
6.33 and 10th with 78.8 rush-
ing yards per game. Brown is 
one of two MAC players on 
the Maxwell Award watch list, 
joining Bowling Green running 
back Terion Stewart. A total 
of 80 players are on the 2024 
Maxwell Award watch list.

Quarterman To Play Soccer At Rice

Camille Quarterman

	 Rice University soc-
cer head coach Brian Lee has 
announced the additions of six 
new athletes as part of the 2024 
freshmen class, the top-ranked 
recruiting class in the Amer-
ican Athletic Conference and 
32nd-ranked class in the nation 
according to TopDrawerSoc-
cer.
	 Among the six new-
comers is Camille Quarterman.
	 Quarterman heads 
to Rice after an outstanding 
senior season at the Westmin-
ster School in Atlanta, Georgia 
where she helped lead her team 
to the state AAAA semi-finals. 
The team finished the year with 
a 15-4-2 record. They were 
also 8-0 in region play.
	 During her senior 
season, she led the team with 
50 points on 23 goals and four 
assists. Quarterman was award-

ed the team’s Golden Boot 
Award (given to the team’s top 
goal scorer), was named the 
Most Outstanding Forward and 

earned Class AAAA all state 
honors.
	 She also ran track in 
high school and was on the all 
state team.
	 In the classroom, she 
was on the honor roll all four 
years and was an AP Scholar 
and an African American Com-
mended Scholar. 
	 Quarterman is the 
daughter of Radcliff and Tome-
ka Davis Quarterman, PhD.
	 She comes from an 
athletic background with her 
father was a three-sport athlete 
at Benedictine Military School 
(football, basketball and track) 
and later became a two-time 
Division II All-American in 

track at Morehouse. He also 
played football at Morehouse. 
Her mother was a standout bas-
ketball player at HV Jenkins 
and later played at Spelman.
	 Quarterman’s pater-
nal grandparents are Rudolph 
V. Quarterman, Jr. and Joanne 
Jackson Quarterman of Savan-
nah. Her maternal grandparents 
are the late William “Bill” Da-
vis and Amy Thompson Davis.
	 She plans to to have a 
double major in Visual Art and 
Japanese Language and Cul-
ture.
	 The Owls will open 
the 2024 campaign on Aug. 15 
against Texas State at Hollo-
way Field.

2024 Olympics Wraps & Passes The 
Tourch During Closing Ceremony

The Savannah Tribune Staff Report

Le Village Olympique et Paralympique 
Paris 2024 / Raphael Vriet

	 The 2024 Olympics 
closing ceremony held Sunday, 
August 11th in Paris was filled 
with so much excitement just 
as the opening ceremony was 
in Paris on Friday, July 26. The 
closing ceremony included the 
President of France and the In-
ternational Olympic Commit-
tee president stepping out as 
the French National Anthem 
was sung as the host nation’s 
flag was raised. 
	 There was a parade 
of flags, a parade of athletes 
led by four-time Olympic 
swimmer Katie Ledecky and 
two-time Olympic rower Nick 
Mead. They were selected to 
lead the 2024 U.S. Olympic 
Team into the Closing Ceremo-
ny as flag bearers. Tom Cruise 
skydived in during the closing 
ceremony to take the Olympic 
flag from Los Angeles Mayor 
Karen Bass and Simone Biles. 
As H.E.R. began to perform 
her music filled the air, Cruise 
then exited on a motorbike to 
deliver the flag to a sunny West 

Coast which is the site for the 
Olympics in 2028. Some final 
medals were also given out 
during the closing ceremony. 
The 2024 Olympics closing 
ceremony was called “Re-
cords.” Thomas Jolly, who was 
artistic director of the opening 
ceremony, also directed the 
closing ceremony.
	 The all-star lineup 
hit the stage as part of the han-
dover to the 2028 Los Ange-
les Games. Each of the music 
artists was a California native. 
H.E.R. sang the U.S. National 
Anthem live from the Stade de 
France, while Billie Eilish and 
the Red Hot Chili Peppers per-
formed in Los Angeles.
	 The next Summer 
Olympics will be held in Los 
Angeles from July 14-30, 
2028. 
	 At the end, the Olym-
pic flame was extinguished. 
	 For more information 
on the medal count olympics.
com/en/Paris-2024.

Queen of 71! Reeves Wins Gold in Paris!

Olivia Reeves - Paris 2024 Olympics 
www.usaweightlifting.org

	 Olivia Reeves be-
came the first American gold 
medalist in 24 years and post-
ed an Olympic record (117 kg) 
in the snatch as she bested all 
competition in the women’s 
71 kg session at Paris 2024 
on Friday morning. Reeves, 
21, is the youngest Ameri-
can to claim Olympic gold in 
weightlifting since Ike Berger, 
20, at Melbourne 1956. Lifting 
117/145/262 and going 5-for-
6, Reeves cleared the field by 
five kilograms as Colombia’s 
Mari Sanchez and Ecuador’s 
Dajomes Palacios finished with 
totals of 257 and 256, respec-
tively. With the win, Reeves 
became the first American to 
earn gold since Tara Nott at 
Sydney 2000. The gold medal 
is the United States’ 17th gold 
in Olympic weightlifting.
	 Reeves waited for 
the rest of the field to attempt 
their first snatch before load-
ing the barbell with 112 kg 
and hitting her 10th opening 
snatch in a row. That opening 
weight matched her openers 
from the 2024 IWF World Cup 
and USAW National Champi-
onships as the heaviest she has 
ever attempted. Reeves then hit 

115 kg on her second snatch. 
Reeves followed Romania’s 
Loredana Toma’s missed 117 
kg attempt, an Olympic record, 
with her own go at the weight. 
Reeves successfully lifted that 
117 kg to break the Olympic 
record, and she led Palacios by 
one kilogram after the snatch 
portion of the competition.
	 Reeves began the 
clean & jerk portion with a 140 
kg opener, five kilos higher than 
any other opener in the session. 
The lift was Reeves’ 14th con-
secutive successful clean & 
jerk opener, and allowed her 
next attempt to cement the gold 
medal. As she set her sights on 
reaching the Olympic record, 
Reeves cleared 145 kg to take 
a resounding lead. Reeves then 
attempted to match her person-
al best and secure an Olympic 
record of 150 kg, but came just 
short of completing the jerk, 
finishing the day with five suc-
cessful lifts.
	 Team USA has now 
had a medalist in three straight 
Olympic Games, as Sarah Ro-
bles collected bronze at Rio 
2016 and Tokyo 2020, and 
Kate Nye earned a silver at To-
kyo 2020.

Important November Election Dates
   • Oct. 7: deadline to register for Georgia’s Gen. Election
   • October 15 is the start of early in-person voting begins
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