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It’s game day. By seven o’clock 
the gym is swarming with parents 
and players anxiously awaiting to 
watch the biggest game of the year. 
Yet only an hour and a half ago the 
gym was dead. The girls’ basketball 
team hits the court already putting 
up a basket, yet there is no one there 
to cheer them on. A small row of 
students trickle in as the game goes 
on, immediately they take to their 
phones ignoring the three pointer 
#21 just hit. It’s the fourth quarter 
now, and a huge crowd has gath-
ered gearing up for the boys’ game. 
Without fault, you start hearing the 
comments. Disrespectful, degrad-
ing, objectifying comments heckling 
not only the other team’s players 
but our own. You hear a sexist joke 
come from the boy behind you and 
when you have listened to enough 
you snap back but that’s when they 
label you as a radical feminist who 
can’t “take a joke.” As soon as the 
boys’ team hits the court, the crowd 
erupts in applause. The students 
cheer alongside their peers, support-
ing their boys’ basketball team. 

The inequality and downright 
disrespect female athletes receive at 
this school is heartbreaking. Some of 
the best memories throughout high 
school come from the student sec-
tion but it’s becoming too toxic to 
handle. The differences are easy to 
spot according to Tucker Armstrong, 
a senior leader on the boys’ basket-
ball team. 

“Obviously there are more people 
at boys’ games, even when they pack 
it out for the girls’ games it’s not as 
loud. I don’t think there are enough 
people involved during the game,” 
Armstrong said.

As a community, it is important 
to break the stigma that women’s 
sports are less than important. Se-
nior Danielle Desmarteau sees this 
stigma for what it really is. 

“I think that people believe wom-
en aren’t as strong or good enough 
to make the game interesting. Peo-

ple believe that the games will be boring 
because of that and decide not to come 
support, due to that stigma,” Desmart-
eau said. 

Female athletes deserve just as much 
respect as boys. Incentives are being put 
in place to get more supporters. Flight 
crew requires their students to come 
to girls’ games and the basketball team 
throws out free t-shirts and candy to 
anyone who shows up. Senior, Kacie 
Karsak acknowledges these steps but 
knows it’s not going to be enough.

“People don’t care to show up, people 
don’t care to watch even the flight crew 
when they are required to go, they don’t 
want to be there, they don’t want to sup-
port us. I don’t think we are entertaining 
enough for them,” Karsak said.

 It’s fantastic when there is a big stu-
dent section for the girls’ games but even 
when the girls have the numbers there 
are no cheers, there is no ‘I believe’, and 
there is no stop to the crude comments. 
Karsak thinks back to the multiple nega-
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tive comments she has heard directed 
towards women’s sports. 

“Definitely stuff about our bodies 
and skill level and so many things. Even 
about past relationships people make 
comments about that,” Karsak said.

The only way to stop this from get-
ting out of hand is to use our voices. 
Not only students but administration, 
the most influential group of people at 
school needs to speak up. Senior Breigh 
Bigelow watches as the administration 
stands idly by. 

“There have been games where they 
will not even stand up and nothing is 
done about it by admin or our flight crew 
sponsor,” Bigelow said.

 Stop turning a blind eye to the bru-
tality female athletes face at this school. 
Something so simple as a student sec-
tion continues to suppress female ath-
letes. So if you see it, if you hear it, if you 
cringe at the thought of it, use your voice 
because you are certainly not alone. e

You Heard it Here First
 Direct Quotes pulled straight from the student section

"We suck, because their girls.”

“You’ll have to pay me to go to a girls 
game.”

“The girls don’t deserve the same 

respect as the boys.”

“#___ you’re a s***”


