
You walk into the locker room at halftime during the girls basketball game, and you can
barely hear anything over the blaring music, excited chatter, and cheerful laughter amongst the
group.

The girls basketball team is known for having a close bond, and members of the team
believe that this begins with their gatherings outside of school.

“We have a really good bond, especially with our four seniors because they’ve played
together for so long,” Emma Sales (10) said. “Even [for me] as a freshman last year, [they]
embraced everyone and so it’s really nice to be able to do team dinners and team board game
nights at someone’s house.”

The team spends time together, and this results in a family-like dynamic.
“It's kinda like a family,” Jessica Borders (9) said. “We always pick each other up and then we

encourage one another and it's really close.”
This tight knit bond helps the team in their successes on and off the court.
“I think you definitely need to have a good bond in order to play just because if you have that

good bond, the chemistry definitely shows because we play as a team and have that going  for
us,” Asees Kang (12) said. “And if we don't [have that bond], it definitely shows because we play
teams that don't necessarily have a good team bond, and you can tell that on the court.”

Many of the girls feel as though it is important to play for each other.
“You wanna try hard for your teammates because we're so close,” Scarlett Swinford (11)

said. “If they care about it, you have to care about it too. You wanna try because you don't want
to let down your other teammates.”

The team wants to try hard for each other, but they also want to try hard for the crowd, to
ensure that they are putting on a good show.

“We wanna win for not only ourselves, but for them,” Kang said. “We want to give them a
good game and a good show and have 'em something fun to watch.”

Although the girls sometimes believe that their games are less attended than the boys
games, they are proud of the turnout from the student section every time.

“Most people would say it doesn't make a difference, but it kind of does just because [of] the
environment and having someone be excited for you, congratulating you [and] saying good
things,” Kang said. “Having someone chant defense or just hyping you up makes you get some
sort of energy and makes you want to play better just because you want to do it for the people
that actually came out and watched you.”

Having a large attendance rate at their games makes playing more enjoyable for the girls.
“I don't know what came onto Owl Nation, but I definitely feel like we have a better student

section than a lot of other girls teams,” Swinford said. “Shawnee Mission is far away, we'll go
there and sometimes our student section is bigger than theirs.”

The girls notice the crowd size most at home games.
“Especially at home games, I know a lot of people are feeding in for the boys games, but we

still have a genuine crowd,” Swinford said. “It just makes it so much more fun. [It’s great] to have
people that are supporting you and just people in your classes that are happy for you that you're
playing.”


