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When senior William Baska discovered his love for bowling as a junior, it was already too

late to join the team. Despite his circumstances, Baska spent the following months gearing up
for the next season.

In the winter of 2021-2022, Baska started bowling a few days a week with 2021 alum,
Henry FitzGerald and senior Ryder Cahill. The group of three soon broke apart when FitzGerald
went off to college.

Despite losing one of his bowling partners, a few months later, some of Baska’s and
Cahill’s friends expressed interest in bowling their senior year.

“Later on, around October, I realized that some of my other friends were into it too,”
Baska said.

This group of five senior boys bowled through the fall to prepare for the season. The
weekend before tryouts, the group bowled for an hour each day. They split up between two
lanes in order to get more practice.

“I bowled with my friends who were also trying out for the team at Ward Parkway Lanes
the weekend before,” Baska said. “We also made a Quick Trip run and got some energy drinks
and got really hyped.”

Tryouts lasted four days: two for boys and two for girls. According to junior Owen Moore,
who joined the team his sophomore year, this year’s tryouts included cuts, which is something
he didn’t experience the previous year.

“Last year, we didn’t have any cuts because we didn’t have enough people, but this year
we had a lot of people try out, especially seniors,” Moore said. “Not that many people who tried
out made the team.”

With the increased number of people at tryouts, sophomore Greyson Dekeyser said he
was nervous that his spot on the team might be in jeopardy.

“During tryouts, I thought I might not make the team because there was some
competition,” Dekeyser said. “Once I found out that I made the team, I was really relieved.”

While Baska was the only one of his friends to make the team, he said it didn’t cause
any tension between them.

“It was kind of tough when so many of my friends got cut,” Baska said “I understand that
coach Esh [head bowling coach Matthew Eshelbrenner] was trying to build the best team for the
future and not just for this year. It didn’t really affect our relationships but it was definitely a great
experience to go through as friends.”


