
YOU’RE 
CANCELED.

Freshman Makayla Gao finds it difficult 
to support a controversial celebrity. 
“You can’t really view someone the same 
after situations like this,” Gao said.

Social media and cancel culture influence students’ opinions regarding celebrities
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Social media and the internet 
can bring any piece of 
information right to people’s 
fingertips, creating a smaller, 
more connected world. This 

results in the normalization of sharing 
one’s experiences, beliefs and opinions. 
However, according to students and 
staff, social media also encourages 
cancel culture by utilizing the concept 
of herd mentality.

Due to the uncensored nature of 
social media, freshman John Kreisman 
said it is very easy for anyone to 
share their opinion as well as spread 
information, true or not.

“On social media you can kind of say 
anything,” Kreisman said. “You don’t 
really get punished for saying [things] 
and you can also say false stuff and 
spread misinformation.”

Psychology teacher Heidi Gipple 
said to combat the spread of false 
information, people should do their 
research on controversial topics before 
they form their complete opinion on 
them.

“Take everything you see online with 
a grain of salt; make sure that if you 
do see something, go confirm it with a 

reliable source,” Gipple said. 
However, Kreisman said celebrities’ 

actions—particularly ones who are 
active on social media—affect his view 
of them more than it would for non-
celebrities. 

“[I’ll] gain respect or lose respect for 
a certain celebrity, depending on what 
they did,” Kreisman said. 

In light of the recent controversy 
regarding Kanye West’s antisemitic 
comments, Kreisman said while he 
disagrees with Kanye’s statements on 
social media, he has chosen to separate 
the art from the artist. 

“I’m definitely not a fan of what he’s 
said, but I’m still a fan of his music. I’ve 
kind of separated him as a person from 
his music,” Kreisman said. 

Junior Parker Sorenson also tries to 
break the connection between how he 
views Kanye as a person and an artist. 

“I still want to listen to [Kanye] 
without having to think of that; it’s not 
like [it’s] in the songs,” Sorenson said. 
“I try not to [let] that influence how I 
see him as an artist.”

However, Congregation Beth 
Shalom Rabbi David Glickman said 
this mentality is unrealistic because 
we individually are responsible for 
what media we choose to pay attention 
to and share with our peers. When 
sharing media, teenagers promote the 
artist, whether on purpose or not.

“With this greater access to public 
statements, we all have a greater 
responsibility to be aware of how 
we inadvertently advertise things,” 

Glickman said. 
While streaming Kanye’s music 

is supporting him by giving him 
money, Glickman said it is less 
problematic to do that than to 
spread or share his art. 

“Through the magic of social 
media, a teenager can have 
tremendous influence over 
their peers,” Glickman said. 

“If somebody were to post 
one of his songs or post 
one of his videos, I 
would say that’s more 
problematic than 
streaming it.”

Over the past 
couple months 
on social media, 
Kanye has made 
antisemitic 
statements, 

promoting antisemitic ideology.
These statements include Kanye 

saying he would go “‘death con 3’ on 
Jewish people,” as well as saying “the 
Jewish community, especially in the 
music industry…[will] take us and milk 
us till we die,” during an interview with 
Revolt TV. 

As someone who plays a vital role 
in the Jewish community, Glickman 
expressed the extremely detrimental 
impact these statements have on the 
Jewish community worldwide. 

“It creates a sense of fear and 
ostracization for Jewish people because 
it’s not ‘just a celebrity’ and it’s not ‘just 
a famous person,’ it’s one of the most 
famous people,” Glickman said. “He 
himself has more Instagram followers 
than there are total Jewish people in 
the entire world.”

Glickman said this causes an 
underlying anxiety among the Jewish 
community because of the number 
of people who could be influenced by 
Kanye’s statements. Additionally, he 
shared that the range of Kanye’s words 
can cause loneliness to Jewish people. 

“There can be a feeling of loneliness 
when you see someone getting that 
kind of publicity who is so popular 
who’s saying these terrible things 
about Jewish people and worldwide 
conspiracies,” Glickman said.

After learning about Kanye’s 
statements, Kreisman said his opinion 
changed some regarding the separation 
of art from the artist.

“Considering what he’s said, it’s 
harder to listen to his music without 
thinking about it,” Kreisman said. “I’ll 
still listen to [his music], but probably 
not his newer stuff.”

While Glickman said he does not 
want to be in a position where he tells 
teenagers what they should or should 
not be listening to, he said he believes 
everyone should be cognizant of their 
potential impact. 

“I think we all need to reflect on who 
we listen to, what media we consume, 
and what values we are supporting 
when we consume that media,” 
Glickman said. “I think that consuming 
anything is not a morally neutral 
position.”

Furthermore, Glickman said he 
believes that it is not possible to 
completely separate the art from the 
artist. He said that the honest thing 
for people to do is acknowledge that, 

20 | THE EXPRESS FEATURE

Musician Alexander O’Connor, better 
known as Rex Orange County, has left 
his fans shocked as serious allegations of 
sexual assault have surfaced against him. 



while they enjoy the music, they are 
giving money to someone who may not 
deserve it. 

Freshman Makayla Gao said listening 
to controversial celebrities’ art conflicts 
with her moral values, but she does not 
think less of someone who does still 
listen to their music. 

“Some people just really can’t give 
up some parts of pop culture when the 
person becomes problematic, so they 
just keep listening to [the artist],” Gao 
said. “I personally don’t believe [in] 
that because it just feels wrong. But, 
if someone believes [in separating] 
the art from the artist, I won’t come at 
them for it.” 

Sorenson said while he has only been 
listening to Kanye’s music for the past 
couple of years, Kanye has made a huge 
impact on his life. 

“I love Kanye’s music. [It] gets me 
through times that my friends and my 
parents can’t because it’s like being 
alone, but it’s also being connected 
with Kanye through music,” Sorenson 
said.

However, Sorenson said Kanye’s 
controversial statements have made 
it difficult to have the same level 
of admiration for the artist as he 
previously did.

“With the recent things that have 
been happening, I don’t know if I can 
call him an idol anymore,” Sorenson 
said.

Kreisman said while he does not 
necessarily idolize Kanye, he is a fan 
of his music. Even with this, Kreisman 
said he found Kanye’s antisemitic 
comments disturbing.

“It definitely makes you think less 
of a person when they say something 
like that. It’s not right to say, especially 
when you’re someone like Kanye who 
has a big influence on a lot of people,” 
Kreisman said.

According to Sorenson, in recent 
years, cancel culture has started to 
heavily impact celebrity’s influence 
which he often attempts to block out, 
but eventually it becomes hard to 
ignore.

“I’m pretty lenient when it comes to 
canceling people. I’m not just gonna 
stop [supporting someone] right when 
they say something, but [I do] when…
they are discriminating against a race 
or religion,” Sorenson said. 

While some cancel culture is often 
rooted in what someone said, there are 

FEATURE DECEMBER 2022 | 21

Kanye West has created many 
controversies throughout his career, his 
latest offense has created loads backlash 
due to his anti-Semitic comments.

other times where it is fueled by what 
someone has done. 

Alex O’Connor, also known in the 
music industry as Rex Orange County, 
was recently accused of six counts of 
sexual assault by a woman who has 
chosen to remain anonymous. 

Gao said that she could not 
appreciate O’Connor’s music again 
after these accusations. Considering 
she was previously a fan of his, this was 
unforgivable.

“It hurts when celebrities take a 
turn for the worse,” Gao said. “You 
really look up to them, and you really 
enjoy their content, but then you can’t 
enjoy it [the same] way you did before 
because you just can’t see them that 
way anymore.”

While Sorenson did not share the 
same love for O’Connor, he thought he 
produced some good music. However, 
following the accusations, Sorenson 
said he stopped listening to O’Connor’s 
music entirely. 

“I just think of him as a person every 
time I hear his music now,” Sorenson 
said. 

In addition to cancel culture, 
Kreisman said because of herd 
mentality, having an uncommon 
opinion online, especially one 
regarding controversy, can lead to 
someone receiving hate.

“On social media, having a different 
opinion can lead to a lot of backlash 
and a lot of bad stuff because you 
are not a part of the [majority],” 
Kreisman said.

Gipple said cancel culture is 
backed up by the psychology of herd 
mentality and not wanting to be left 
out.

“It’s just kind of natural 
that herd mentality exists 
within social media. But 
with specific reference 
to cancel culture, that is 
an idea that originated 
with [social media], 
so I think that 
it’s almost its 
own little herd 
mentality thing 
within social 
media,” Gipple 
said. “I mean, 
somebody’s gonna 
jump on the 
bandwagon, no 
matter what it is.”

Gipple warned teenagers about the 
dangers of becoming ensnared by herd 
mentality and social media to the point 
where their thoughts are just biased 
reflections of things they see on social 
media.

 “I’ve seen more and more things on 
Instagram or TikTok of somebody being 
like, ‘Oh, somebody made this video or 
reel or posted about this specific thing,’ 
and I now see everybody posting it, 
so I feel like I need to put something 
out there about it, or I need to make a 
statement about it,” Gipple said.

Gipple emphasized that she hopes 
people are canceling celebrities for the 
right reasons and not just because they 
see others doing it.

“It’s definitely something to be 
conscious of, [making] sure that 
we aren’t just canceling somebody 
immediately when we don’t have the 
full story, but making sure that we’re 
forming our own opinions and not just 
taking everything that we want from 
the internet,” Gipple said.


