
Soft music played through the auditorium and the subtle lighting brought the audience’s
attention to center stage – there sat junior Bianca Bair in an antique chair churning butter for the
opening scene of her second-ever musical and her first lead role.

Last fall, Bair performed in her first musical, “Mary Poppins,” as a part of the ensemble.
In this year's performance of “Oklahoma,” she played Aunt Eller.

“This year, I'm definitely a bigger part, which is super exciting,” Bair said. “It was
different in the way that I feel like I had to put a lot more energy into it. Last year, I had to learn
more dances and things like that, but this year I had to focus a little bit more on the acting.”

According to Bair, her lack of experience in theater posed challenges as she started
rehearsals.

“I felt really insecure actually at the very beginning,” Bair said. “I felt like I was the only
one getting notes at the end of rehearsals.  Once we got closer and closer to the actual
performance, I didn't really feel that way anymore.”

Bair was not the only cast member who was new to theater. Junior Benedict Balino
played Skidmore, a property owner, after taking a break from theater during his freshman and
sophomore years.

“I did a musical in eighth grade,” Balino said. “The last two years I didn't really want to
do it, but after watching Mary Poppins last year, it kind of inspired me to do the musical this
year.”

While sophomore Ike McKee has been doing theater since he was 4, he said he still has to
seek assistance to help him understand his character.

“I worked with my acting coach to figure out what I was doing and I watched other
people do it,” McKee said. “I just kind of saw what worked with the script and how other people
were interacting with me, what their reactions were and how I could kind of build off of the other
people in the cast.”

McKee’s character, Ali Hakim, often had a sarcastic tone and witty remarks to other
characters’ lines.

“I was the comedic relief of the show, so I had to have a certain job,” McKee said. “I
mostly ended up on stage right after a very tense moment to relieve the audience with what they
just saw.”

According to Bair, adjusting to this role took time and effort. Leads often had to stay long
after the ensemble’s rehearsal was over.

“I feel like a lot of the leads had to put in some extra time to really understand their
characters,” Bair said. “The leads had to put in a lot of extra time to make their adjustments.”


