
FRIENDSHIPS IN FOURTH HOUR
Students and peers alike come together and explain what a day in IPS class is actually like
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When you walk into Jonathan Stahl’s fourth hour IPS class, you see a group of students
interacting, working together, and enjoying the company of their peers. At first glance, this might
appear to be your average high school class, but in reality, this collaboration is much more
special than that.

IPS, which stands for interpersonal skills, is a class offered at Olathe West where students
from the CBR (Center Based Resource) and autism classes get the opportunity to interact with
their fellow general education peers. Through this class, students bond over various activities
that help the school and help their social skills.

“Sometimes we'll do projects, like kindness projects where we will go around the school and
make cards for the custodians or for the nurses or for the lunch ladies,” Stahl said. “We go
outside and play games a lot. Just basically a lot of team building, [and] a lot of interpersonal
interactions between peers and our students.”

After spending so much time bonding with one another, the students and the peer
mentors became especially close.

“I have all these cute pictures and memories and laughs and moments [that] I just
like to think back on and share with my parents when I get home,” peer mentor Thea
Scholl  (11) said. “[And] I just love when they say my name in the hallway and we see
each other and you know, they're just such good friends that I've gotten to make. I love
it so much.”

In addition to Scholl, many of the CBR and autism students found appreciation for
their friends in IPS class.

“I made good friends,” CBR student, Niyah Benjamin (10) said. “They are kind to
me.”

Aside from the fact that IPS is a great opportunity for social interactions, the class
also offers the chance for CBR and autism students to learn from their peers.

“It's important for [our students] because we want to help them become as
successful and as independent as they possibly can outside of class,” Stahl said. “So
when they graduate, we want them to be able to keep a job, we want them to be able to
have good relationships, a lot of these things that they're learning with their peers are
really important job skills.”

The way that the peer mentors act in front of the students could have an impact on
the success of the students.

“We always tell the peers it may look like they're just hanging out or playing games
or going on trips, but what they're teaching these kids is stuff that they're going to use
for the rest of their life that can help them be successful or maybe not be successful,”
Stahl said. “So it's a really big responsibility.”



It may appear that the students in Stahl’s CBR class are learning the most, but the
peers learned as well.

“I think [the peers] should know that coming into it if they think they're going to be the
ones that are serving someone, it's going to be different,” Stahl said. “They're going to
learn and grow just as much as the kids in here.”

Throughout the process of this class, the peers are able to find a new way of thinking
about the students that are different from them.

“I think [the peers] get a new perspective,” Stahl said. “A lot of times we get stuck in
our own bubbles. To get a new perspective of what it's like to have a disability, what it's
like to be friends with someone with a disability, just things that they may have never
even thought about or a world that they're not used to. To kind of broaden that out, that
helps them just understand the world more as a person.”

Gaining a new perspective on disabilities all around the world helps the peers to look
past each others differences and move forward.

“Honestly, I find it so beautiful seeing everybody interacting, seeing past everyone's
differences, and just truly hanging out and making memories and having fun,” Scholl
said. “It’s just so, so cool seeing classmates and other people I know doing this, and I
love it.”


