
Technology building receives $70 
million for renovation, expansion

Panthers freeze Penguins 
34-7 in homecoming game

 This past Saturday marked 
the beginning of conference 
play for the University of 
Northern Iowa, as well as 
homecoming, as they took 
on the Youngstown State 
Penguins. It was a great day 
for the Panthers on both sides 
of the ball, as they were able 
to come away with a 34-7 vic-
tory, their third straight since 
losing their opening game 
to Iowa State back in early 
September. 
 “We’ve made a lot of prog-
ress over the last two weeks,” 
said UNI head coach Mark 
Farely in the post-game press 

 The Industrial Technology 
Center (ITC) will be seeing 
significant changes over the 
next few years as the Board of 
Regents recently approved an 
over $70 million renovation.
 This project is set to start 
in May 2022 and is estimated 
to be completed by Jan. 2024. 
The project is both a renova-
tion and expansion of the ITC, 
which was valued to be more 
cost-effective than construct-
ing an entirely new building.  
 Located on the southeast 
side of campus, the ITC was 
originally completed in 1975. 
Since then, it has housed the 
Department of Technology, 
which includes six pro-
gram areas: Construction 
Management, Electrical 
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Engineering Technology, 
Technology Management, 
Manufacturing Engineering 
Technology, Graphic 
Technologies and Technology 
& Engineering Education.  
 These fields of work are 
some of the fastest growing in 
Iowa.  In order to respond to 
the constant development of 
technology and the need for 

workers, the Department of 
Technology aims to increase 
their enrollment from 500-700 
students by 2025.  Doing so 
will require more space for 
classrooms and more special-
ized lab spaces with indus-
try-standard equipment.
 The ITC has undergone a 
number of renovations since 
its original opening. One of 

the last significant updates 
was the addition of the 5,000 
square foot Metal Castings 
Lab in 1990. Metal casting is 
the process of pouring liquid 
metal into molds to create spe-
cifically shaped metal objects, 
which is just one example 
of the incredibly specialized 
training students receive at 
the ITC.
 New changes to the build-
ing will include more areas for 
student collaboration, infra-
structure updating and reor-
ganized space to create larger 
classrooms and labs in order 
to accommodate a larger vol-
ume of students.  
 The technology programs 
themselves will also be seeing 
a facelift through the renova-
tion process. The building was 
originally built with the inten-
tion of training shop class 
teachers, and the demands of 
the technology industry have 
changed dramatically since 
that time.  Modernization will 

allow students exposure to 
industry-standard equipment 
and methods, better preparing 
them for the demands of the 
current technology sector, as 
well as the future of the indus-
try.
 The department also hopes 
that a modernized building 
will open the doors for further 
opportunities. The hope is that 
the improved building and 
program will increase student 
enrollment, as well as appeal 
to more industry partnerships 
to set up future careers for 
graduating students.
 Ninety percent of gradu-
ates from the Department of 
Technology find job place-
ment in Iowa.  This invest-
ment in renovation intends to 
benefit not only the univer-
sity, but also the entire state 
by preparing new generations 
of work forces with a higher 
quality of education.

Courtesy/UNI Department of Technology
The Industrial Technology Center received funding for a $70 million 
renovation from the Board of Regents. Above is a conceptual rendering of 
proposed renovations.

conference. 
 “The deep ball was there 
multiple times and we’ve got 
enough receivers that we can 

go left or right, high or low. 
Then you look at our running 
game with Dom (Williams), 
Braderick (Shaw) and Vance 

(McShane). We’re fortu-
nate to have all these guys,” 
Farely added.
 It was all Panthers early 

on as they were able to end 
the first quarter with 10 
unanswered points. Redshirt 
Sophomore Theo Day was 
back under center again fol-
lowing his impressive per-
formances in the past two 
games. After their first drive 
ended in a punt, Day was 
able to find Vance McShane 
down the middle for a 
50-yard touchdown, and 
Kicker Matthew Cook was 
able to convert a field goal 
on the next drive to put UNI 
up 10-0 early on.
 The Penguins were still 
unable to answer in the sec-
ond quarter, as they never 
ventured deep into UNI ter-
ritory. 

Courtesy/UNI Athletics
The UNI Panthers won their third straight game against Youngstown State for homecoming, 34-7.
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