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L I V E LY O P I N I O N
Seven lessons
about the Jewish people
I’ve learned since my Bar Mitzvah
By HERZL MELMED
Special to the Intermountain Jewish News

n 1943, when I was six years old
in South Africa, the Jews of Ponevezh, Lithuania, were murdered
in just three days. I and my family
were saved by my grandparents leaving Lithuania about 40 years earlier. The significance of this tragedy
became evident at a later age and
profoundly affected me and my
awareness of the vulnerability of the
Jewish people.
With Jewish vulnerability as my
focus, allow me to share seven lessons
I have learned from the time of my
first Bar Mitzvah 70 years ago —
70 years passionately focused on
Israel’s struggles and my awareness
of a world often dangerous for
Jews.

I

1. Beware of projecting our
humanity, kindness and generosity onto our enemies.
I believe them when they threaten to kill us. Do not be fooled by their
demonstrations of love of their
children and families. Maybe even
their love of music and culture as
we saw among many Nazis who committed unspeakable brutality.
It is hard to hold two conflicting
thoughts in our minds, that those
who seem to be as human as we are,
are in fact capable of inhuman
acts. This truth should be indelibly
imprinted in Jewish psychology.
2. Our political attitudes and
beliefs say more about us as
people than the actual issues
themselves.
That is why those at both ends
of the political spectrum drive each
other crazy. I have no answer to this
problem except to suggest keeping
an open mind to appreciate that
no political party or politician has
all the answers.
I challenge myself to acknowledge
that those I disagree with on most

All we seek is mutual respect.
That respect comes from our pride

issues may be as passionate about
their support for Israel and the US
as I am.
3. Countries do not have friendships. They have common interests.
Luckily for us living in America,
the interests of our country and
Israel are essentially aligned. However it was not until after the Six
Day War in 1967 that the US became
a strong supporter of Israel. Before
that it was the French on whom
Israel relied. Remember France’s
Mirage jet fighters they sold Israel
and the nuclear reactor France built
in Dimona? Where is France now?
In 1947, the British were our enemies, today strong friends.
It is a mistake to compare our normal concept of friendship in our dai-

It’s a Jewish
Golden Age
in our Judaism and Israel’s ability
to defend itself. We do not have to
die to pacify our enemies.
Don’t be fooled into wondering
what is wrong with us that some
hate us so much. It is those who hate
Jews who have a problem and we
should never doubt our right to
the human dignity we grant others.
5. Peace comes from strength.
We say it every time we pray,
“Hashem oz le’amo yiten, Hashem

that devours the weak and defenseless. Peace treaties that could be
abrogated are not enough.
There can be no compromise or
halfway mark if Israel is almost
strong enough. That is why I believe
that the Golan Heights and the
Jordan River valley will have to
remain under Israeli control. I am
grateful to the present American
administration for recognizing these
facts and making them a reality.
There is no guarantee that future
American administrations will be
as understanding of Israel’s existential threats. With the younger voters coming off many anti-Israel
college campuses, the anti-Israel
drumbeat has yet to fully play out
as these students become our leaders. The challenge for Americans,
who reject the style of our President
and also possibly his leadership, is
to be able to hold these two conflicting views simultaneously.
6. No matter how much we may
desire peace the realization of
peace depends on our enemies.
The justification for ending hostilities is not the length of those hostilities but whether our enemies have
abandoned their intent to destroy
us and our way of life. Freedom
will have to be defended in every
generation and there can be no time
limit on our resolve.

‘Don’t be fooled into wondering what is wrong with us that
some hate us so much. Those who hate have the problem’
ly lives with that of friendship
between countries. The expression
of these two types of friendship are
very different. In politics, think
“interests,” then the actions of countries becomes predictable and understandable.
4. Do not expect the non-Jewish world to love the Jewish
people.
It doesn’t matter how many Nobel
prize winners are Jewish, or the fact
that our computers and cell phones
run on Israeli technology or that the
Jews contribute so much to making every society they live in better
or that the essential morality of
our Western, liberal-, democratic way
of life is based on the teachings from
the Hebrew Bible!
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yevarech et amo be-shalom, G-d
will give his people strength, He will
bless them with peace.” First spiritual and physical strength, then
peace.
There is nothing Israel can offer
the Palestinian Arabs that will
induce them to recognize our passionate connection to our Holy Land
for thousands of years or will stop
their attempts to disenfranchise
us. Only Israel’s strength will bring
it peace, as her enemies realize they
can’t destroy her.
Islam takes account of this situation teaching: “Make peace with a
stronger enemy you can’t defeat now.
When strong enough at a later time,
then attack.”
Therefore Israel will always have
to stay strong in a Middle East
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7. Israel’s international standing and support flows from her
military and economic strength
and what she can offer other
countries.
Support for Israel will not come
from altruism on the part of others, no matter how morally correct
such support would be.
Israel’s unique relationship with
the US also draws international
respect. So long as US support is
unwavering, Israel’s enemies see a
strong country and therefore the
possibility of peace increases.
The support of the US is also
enhanced by what the US gets in
return for her support: leadership
in technology, military expertise,
advanced field-tested weapons, intelligence, cooperative medical research,
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water management, advanced agriculture and more.
No surprise, then, that many Muslim countries in the Middle East and
Africa now want to work with Israel.
They see that Israel is the most
stabilizing factor in the Middle East
today. Israel, one of the geographically smallest countries, has been
ranked the sixth-most powerful country in the world due to her military strength and ingenuity, brilliant
technology and strong economy, making the shekel one of the world’s
strongest currencies.
Demographics, contrary to popular opinion, are in Israel’s favor. More
than 500 of the worlds largest international companies have established
a presence in Israel. This is a big
vote of confidence in her economy
and future and a source of comfort
to know that there is a strong, successful home for the Jewish people.
e have witnessed the rise of
the Jewish people from the
punishing dispersion of 2,000
years, from the ashes of the Holocaust in a barren land without (until
very recently) natural resources, surrounded by ruthless enemies. Israel
is the only example in human history of a language, Hebrew, brought
back to life.
I see these miracles of our survival and Israel’s success and rejoice
in them. Despite our enemies who
force us to learn war, we will still
strive to lead the world in tikkun
olam, to fulfill that ancient call to
help repair a broken world. Israel
is, after just 72 years, a “Light
unto the Nations” as was always her
destiny.
I am immensely proud and grateful to live in what is a Golden Age
for the Jewish people.
Dr. Herzl Melmed is chairman of
ActionIsrael.
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Be careful what you pray for

Hillel Goldberg
ll of my prayers have been
answered. I was not careful
what I prayed for.
I prayed that we return to the pre9/11 days when there were no security lines. My prayer has been
answered. I am not waiting in any
security lines.
I prayed that one day our grandchildren would never complain about
going to school. My prayer has
been answered.They can hardly wait
to turn on the screen to go to school.
I prayed that one day I could save
on airline expenses to see our grand-
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children. My prayer has been
answered. I am spending nothing.
I prayed that one day I would conquer my unreasonable penchant to
stock up on things at the grocery
store. My prayer has been answered.
I am not stocking up.
I prayed that one day I would
not get so much junk mail. My prayer
has been answered. I hardly get any
mail at all.
I prayed that one day I could have
a better work set-up at home. My
prayer has been answered. I have
more work set-up at home than I
ever dreamed of.
I prayed that one day I would be
exempt from a certain exercise
that I really don’t like but which is
healthy for me — swimming. My
prayer has been answered. I am
exempt.
I prayed that one day I could
skip a dentist’s appointment without incurring the wrath of the dentist. My prayer has been answered.
The dentist himself is avoiding the
dentist.
I prayed that one day I could

skip out on giving a class in shul
without feeling that I was shirking
my member responsibilities. My
prayer has been answered. The shul
isn’t asking.
I prayed that one day I could be
late with the energy and water
bills without penalty. My prayer has
been answered. The utilities aren’t
threatening.

actually spot a living human being.
My prayer has been answered.
They’re out in force, walking up
and down the street.
I prayed that one day I would have
more time to do the things I want,
rather than run around shopping
for necessities, etc. My prayer has
been answered. I am not running
around.

My prayer was answered.
I am not waiting in security lines.
I prayed that one day I would
not put so many miles on the leased
car and risk an overcharge. My
prayer has been answered. There
is no chance of an overcharge.
I prayed that one day I could come
up with an idea for my weekly column without agonizing over it. My
prayer has been answered. A single topic keeps coming back week
after week. No more agonizing.
I prayed that one day I could walk
past the houses on my street and

I prayed that one day I could
buy a big batch of my favorite pareve
ice cream tubs without getting a funny look from the check-out person.
My prayer has been answered. The
check-out person is too distracted to
notice.
I prayed that one day this crazy
trend to spend thousands and tens
of thousands of dollars on family
simchas would stop. My prayer
has been answered. The food for a
wedding now costs $150; for a Bar

or Bat Mitzvah, $100; for a bris, $50.
I prayed that one day I would have
no reason to get aggravated at
anyone in shul for any reason. My
prayer has been answered. I am
not being aggravated.
I prayed that I would never again
pay a library fine. My prayer has
been answered. The book due two
months ago is still not overdue
because the library is still not open.
I prayed that one day I would stop
ordering books, as it borders on a
compulsion. My prayer has been
answered. My favorite book stores
are closed.
I prayed that one day the media
would stop obsessing on the presidential election. My prayer has been
answered. Media obsess on all the
mythical doings in the NFL, NBA
and MLB instead.
I prayed that one day the world
would stop obsessing on Israel. My
prayer has been answered.The world
is obsessing on something else.
As you can see, I have not thought
carefully enough in what I prayed
for.

