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Dancing with purpose
CYNTHIA RAMSAY

Please see DOTE on page 8

“Everybody who
wrote and who is continuing to this day to
write for the newspaper
is doing it pro bono,”
he said. “These are
skilled, professional
journalists who are, for
the most part, people
who are used to being
paid for their work and
have chosen to do this
as a donation at this
time to the community. It really is a grand

The Canadian Jewish Record’s Bernie Farber,
left, and Ron Csillag.
COURTESY THEJ.CA

Action at a Distance is presenting
Fissure, a new work created in collaboration with musician Loscil (Scott
Morgan).
“I have been incorporating video
footage into my work for years, and the
recent time at home has provided an
opportunity to generate material and
experiment with new editing techniques,” said Goodman. “In some ways,
this is an extension of our previous work

together. Our first video collaboration
was for a song on his album, Monument
Builders. Since then, we have built four
works together for my company Action
at a Distance, including Never Still,
which was presented by the Firehall
Arts Centre in 2018.”
When the pandemic hit, Goodman
said, “At first, I found myself grasping
for something substantial to hold onto
and tried to reschedule all the tours
and premières that were being canceled. It was challenging to let go of
everything. Eventually, I came to terms
with the downtime and embraced the
slow pace as best I could.”
When the need to isolate began,
she said, “I started making short dance
films for myself and my 96-year-old
grandmother to help us stay connected. At times, it has been tough to stay
motivated during the shutdown, and
this was a simple way to stay creative.
“There’s no way to compare these
sketches to a staged dance performance,” she said. “However, when I
shifted my frame of mind and started
to approach video as a whole new
medium instead of an altered version
of an existing piece, I became more
comfortable with the idea of sharing
work this way. I am very grateful to
DOTE for bringing the community
together to share work right now.”
Even in such times, arts and culture
are “absolutely vital,” said Goodman.
“Without them, we’re living in the
dark ages. It is essential to have creative
outlets for expression. Right now, finding connections through creativity can
help cut through the isolation. Art can
provide much-needed escape and levity in challenging times, as well as reframing current issues and inspiring

L

ike print media as a whole,
Jewish newspapers worldwide
have been struggling in recent
years. The coronavirus, with
its economic impacts, was the last
straw for Canadian Jewish News, which
announced its closure in a message to
readers April 13, with the words:
“Everything has its season. It is time.”
From the ashes of that flagship
media outlet, though, has emerged
not one but two new ventures –
and rumours of a possible revival of
CJN itself.
Launching within hours of each
other in May, the Canadian Jewish
Record and TheJ.ca come at journalism from different perspectives and
the people behind them think there’s
room for a range of online voices, even
if a national hard-copy print media
option isn’t in the picture.
The Record is the brainchild of
Bernie Farber, former chief executive
officer of the now-defunct Canadian
Jewish Congress, and Ron Csillag, a
longtime reporter and editor with
CJN, whose writing has appeared in
the Jewish Independent. TheJ.ca, which
has been in the planning stages longer,
was started by Winnipeggers Marty
Gold and Ron East. The editor is
Dave Gordon, a Torontonian whose
writing has appeared frequently in the
Independent, as well as scores of other
Jewish and non-Jewish publications.
Farber and Csillag admit they don’t
have a business plan beyond getting
writers and editors to work for free –
and they see their online venture as a
stopgap that would probably cease or
merge were CJN to return. The individual rumoured to be considering a
rebirth of the paper opted to not comment for this story.
Farber, who was with CJC from
1984 until it was subsumed by the
Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs in
2011 and served as its head from
2006, said they launched CJR on the
fly, trying to fill a need in the immediate aftermath of CJN’s demise.
“Our goal is not to become a new
Canadian Jewish News,” he said.
“When and if they were able to come
back up … we would find some way
to amalgamate. Nothing is written in
stone.... We expect to continue into
the fall at this point, hopefully.”
The online news and commentary
site operates under the auspices of a
nonprofit organization and has no
money to speak of, other than enough
to cover registration fees and miscellaneous costs, said Farber.
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Jewish media struggle, revive
PAT JOHNSON

Vanessa Goodman

ne could be forgiven for
thinking there was a Jewish dance festival coming
up, as there are so many
community members participating in
this year’s Dancing on the Edge, which
takes place July 2-11.
Adapting to the circumstances of
the pandemic, which limits public
gatherings, DOTE festival producer
Donna Spencer recently announced
that, while it won’t be possible to present the initially planned 30-plus live
performances, the festival “will be offering instead some specially curated
digital programming with livestreamed performances, premières of
dance films, dance discussions, four
outdoor live performances in the Firehall’s courtyard and one dynamic theatre performance at the Firehall Arts
Centre theatre (all live performances
for very limited audiences with safety
precautions in place).”
Among the featured dance companies and choreographers are, in alphabetical order, Action at a Distance
(Vanessa Goodman), All Bodies
Dance (Naomi Brand, with Carolina
Bergonzoni), Ben Gorodetsky, Ne.
Sans Opera and Dance (Idan Cohen),
Radical System Art (Shay Kuebler),
the response. (Amber Funk Barton)
and Tara Cheyenne Performance.
❇❇❇

Serving British Columbia since 1930

Left to right, TheJ.ca’s Dave Gordon, Marty Gold and Ron East.

mitzvah, Canadian Jewish-style, and
it’s working.”
The platform got 22,000 hits in the
first week, said Farber, who serves as
publisher. “It’s going up from there
almost exponentially.”
The model upon which their editorial approach is based is akin to
CJN, he said, with a range of opinions represented.
“We’re trying to have a big tent,”
he said. “We already got into some
hot water because we published a
piece by Dr. Mira Sucharov. She’s a
wonderful writer, she’s on the edge,
people don’t like what she writes, but
tough shit. People are allowed to
have their opinions.”
JI readers will be familiar with
Sucharov’s writing. As for coverage of
Israel-related topics, Farber said they
will follow a similar open approach.
“It’s not that we don’t support
Israel,” he said. “We’re a news source,
we’re an information source. We run
opinion. We’re not going to [say] you
can only write good things about Israel
or good things about the Jewish community. We want there to be some
spark to it where
people can say, no,
I disagree with
that. We do have
an option for feedback and we do get

letters to the editor. That’s the Jewish
community, right? They are vibrant,
they come from all over the place and
we want to be able to reflect that.”
Farber and Csillag are well-known
figures in the Jewish and larger Canadian scene, which is one of the reasons,
they say, that the president of York
University reached out to them before
releasing a much-awaited report of an
investigation around a violent confrontation on campus last November
between pro- and anti-Israel groups.
The Record got embargoed exclusive
access to the report before other media.
“It demonstrates how, in a short period
of time, we have become a reasonable
voice in the community,” Farber said.
Csillag, the editor, said they chose,
at the launch on May 21, to “flood”
the site with stories to keep readers engaged and coming back. Now, the aim
is to post two stories a day plus any
breaking news.
“People are talking about it, people
are complaining about it,” he said. “I
got my first bit of hate mail, which is
Please see NEWSPAPERS on page 9
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Women sail to Miriam’s Well
GIL ZOHAR

I

n the annals of the current
COVID-19 pandemic, artist
Maureen Kushner has a rare
happy story – and likely the only
one dating back some 3,500 years.
For the last 12 years on the anniversary of the death of Miriam the
Prophetess on Nissan 10 in the Hebrew calendar, New York-born Kushner has been chartering a vessel from
Tiberias-based Holyland Sailing Ltd.
to bring a boat full of women to the
spot on Lake Kinneret where, according to Midrash (Bamidbar Rabbah
1:1), the mystical spring known as
Miriam’s Well now rests.
Typically, 126 women and children (corresponding to Miriam’s age
when she died) equipped with rams
horns, violins, harps, drums, flutes,
guitars and tambourines have made
the maritime pilgrimage. They sail
on the Sea of Galilee, also called Lake
of Gennesaret, to what Jewish tradition considers the exact spot where
the miraculous spring that supplied
the Children of Israel with drinking
water during their 40 years of wandering in the Sinai Desert ended its
own journey.
This year, the yahrzeit (death an-

niversary) of Miriam fell on Friday,
April 3, immediately before Passover.
Kushner – who is named in Hebrew
after the miracle-working older sister
of Moses and Aaron – booked the
sailing for Thursday, April 2, in order
to allow Sabbath-observant women
from Jerusalem and other distant
cities to join in the fête. All was set
for this year’s celebration when Israel’s
Health Ministry locked the country
down in an attempt to halt the spread
of the coronavirus.
Thanks to those regulations,
which at their most severe restricted
Israelis to remaining within 100 metres of their home and still prevent
almost all non-citizens from landing
at Ben-Gurion Airport, the pandemic has somewhat abated. Recently,
the Health Ministry began lifting its
pandemic regulations.
Without any tourists arriving, the
pilgrim boats remained moored in
Tiberias and at Kibbutz Ginosar for
three months. But, on Wednesday,
June 3, the ministry allowed Kushner and her social distancingreduced group of 40 women and
children – each bringing facemasks,
water, hats, sunscreen and kosher

snacks – to make their 135-minute
voyage on the lyre-shaped lake.
When the vessel King David raised
its anchor, it was Holyland Sailing’s
first boat trip since quarantine regulations went into effect.
“What a hallelujah for our beloved
Kinneret!” said Kushner. “What a
hallelujah in honour of our great,
great, great Hakodesh Baruch Hu [the
Holy One Blessed Be He], who is
filled with goodness and compassion
and love and blesses Am Yisrael [the
Jewish people] with rain and dew and
sustenance and a good life here in
Eretz Israel, the good land.”
Kushner was especially excited
that this past winter has seen heavy
rains that filled Israel’s main freshwater reservoir to the brim, at 209
metres below sea level after five years
of drought.
“The Kinneret is full! In great and
abundant thanks to Hashem [God]
in the zechut [merit] of Miriam
Hanivia [Miriam the Prophetess],
we celebrated with shofarim, drums,
flutes and the harp,” she said.
Miriam the Prophetess today has
become a popular figure for many
Jewish women.
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Their generous support means more of the $8.9 million raised
during the Federation Annual Campaign can be directed to the
vital programs and services on which thousands of people rely.
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Left to right: Devorah Abramson, Yehudit Dribben and Sheva Chaya
blow the shofar at Miriam’s Well on Lake Kinneret.

The Torah relates she was married to Caleb ben Yefunah. Though
she died in the wilderness of Zin,
her widower miraculously carried
the spring named in his wife’s honour across the Jordan River on Nissan 10, the anniversary of her death,
explained Kushner.
Miriam’s death is described in
Numbers 20:1 and, in the next verse,
the Israelites are described as complaining of the lack of water at Kadesh.
The text reads, “Miriam died there,
and was buried there. And there was
no water for the congregation.”

In Jewish texts, this abrupt transition between her death and the
lack of water was explained by
postulating that a “Well of Miriam”
appeared after she died. Further
elaboration identified the rock that
Moses struck to bring forth water in
Exodus 17:5-6 with this well.
So powerful was the tradition of
Miriam’s Well in Judaism that, even
after the spring disappeared into Lake
Kinneret some three-and-a-half millennia ago, it has occasionally miracPlease see MIRIAM on page 10
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Jewish leaders honour Sheikh Dr. Mohammed
Al-Issa for his work in fighting antisemitism.
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A human jawbone and
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indicate that human
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Age, approximately
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Performing Arts
COURTESY QAF

The festival must go on
CYNTHIA RAMSAY

S

ince the very beginning, I
said not doing the festival
was not an option ... because my belief is that they
[the arts] are really, really important
– I would say essential.”
Sharing their appreciation for the
vital work being done by those on the
frontlines of the COVID-19 crisis,
SD Holman, artistic and executive
director of the Queer Arts Festival,
said, “art is really keeping people alive,
in different ways than the amazing
health workers that are taking care of
folks right now. Even people who say
they don’t like art – if you read a book,
if you watch Netflix, you take part in
the art world.”
This year’s Queer Arts Festival,
which takes place July 16-26, will happen mostly online. This is, of course,
not what was initially planned.
By mid-May, Holman said, “we
had to have a plan. And, right now,
we’re still working on how the delivery is going to look because it’s
not all digital. One of the things that
was really important to us, to me, is
that, not all people have computers,
not all people have a stable wi-fi access, people can’t go to the libraries
[now] if they don’t have computer,
so how do people access it? If they’re

“

not privileged enough to have this
little box in front of them, how do
we deliver a festival?”
One of the things being considered
is billboard art. As well, there is the
possibility of using parks as venues.
The planning of such a festival normally starts a year in advance, not the
couple of months that COVID has
allowed for a reimagined version.
Some elements – such as the visual
arts show – have been adapted for the
new circumstances, while some will
have to be postponed, as they do not
lend themselves to online viewing,
because they are interactive on some
level, or the artists can’t make it to
Vancouver.
When asked about the process for
choosing festival artists, Holman said,
“I talk a lot to people, I try and keep
abreast of what’s going on. I always
want to support local artists and also
bring in folks from away, so that there
are great conversations that happen of
what’s going on in the world, as well
as what’s happening here.”
The festival programmer does research and people can also apply to
be part of the festival. As well, Holman said, “There’ll be people that
talk to me about wanting to do
something, and that usually perco-
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SD Holman, artistic and
executive director of the
Queer Arts Festival, which
takes place July 16-26.

lates for two or three years before
anything ever happens.”
Holman has been with the festival
since its beginnings as a volunteer collective in 1998. “Two-spirit artist Robbie Hong, black artist Jeffrey Gibson
were the main founders of Pride in
Art [Society],” they explained. “I was
an artist and then I became involved
in the collective in 2005, when Robbie
was wanting to step away ... and I
called in Dr. Rachel Kiyo Iwaasa because she had approached me about
something and I said, ‘Come and join
me on this.’ And we spearheaded
making it professional, making it a
festival…. It was a community visual
art show up until that point.... As an
artist myself, I wanted to pay artists –

too often artists are expected to do
stuff for free, and that’s impossible.”
According to the festival website,
PiA became a not-for-profit in 2006,
mounted its first festival in 2008 and
rebranded to become the Queer Arts
Festival in 2010, obtaining charitable
status in 2012.
“Rachel has finally managed to extricate herself,” said Holman, “because
we also both have our own arts practices and it’s very hard to run this organization and also have an arts
practice; it might have fallen a bit by
the wayside, but Rachel is a concert
pianist. [She’s] no longer staff with us,
[but] she’s still doing some contract
work with us and passing over her organizational knowledge.”

While Holman is a photo-based
artist, the festival remains their focus.
It is the belief that “art changes people
and people change the world” that
motivates them, “because it’s important work” – “when a country is taken
over, the first people they suppress are
the artists.… You take over the media
and you get rid of the artists because
people can be completely destroyed –
the first thing they start doing [to recover] is making art, whether it’s in a
mud puddle, making a mud pie, they
start, that is, expression; that’s what
brings them back.
“Art reaches you on a visceral level,”
Holman continued. “There’s this
thing called confirmation bias, so we
take in more what we already agree
with, but art can get you in a way that
can transform our ways of thinking.”
For Holman, being queer and Jewish are parts of their larger identity.
Holman has self-described, for example, as “a queer pagan Jew” and “a Jewish, butch, bearded dyke.”
“I come from L.A.,” they told the
Independent. “I was born and raised
in L.A., and I have had several Jewish
friends be, ‘Oh, you’re too much for
Vancouver.’ And I’ve been here for a
long time … [but] people are, ‘Why
aren’t you in New York, why aren’t
you in L.A.? Why aren’t you where
you can be more?’ I always get this
feeling here … that people are always
trying to be, ‘Shh, could you just be a
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Stable cash flow
in a low interest world
trying to say [what’s acceptable in society], the right-wing, and there’s the
‘model minority,’” the Asian community, whose perceived greaterthan-average success and stereotypical
politeness are used to downplay the
existence of racism. “It totally ties in
with what I was talking about ‘toomuchness’ and excess and how we,
as queers, work towards justice and
inclusion.”
While becoming “more acceptable,” Holman said, “it’s still, ‘please
don’t scare the horses.’… So, it’s OK
if you want to be gay and lesbian and
you want to get married and you want
to have kids and you want to buy a
house and be part of the whole heteronormative [framework] … be part
of society’s morals, but could you leave
the drag queens and the leather dykes
at home?... Even with gender stuff.
We know now that it’s a real spectrum
and people are getting [more accepted], trans are really out in the world
[for example] and it’s OK if you want
to be a ‘real woman’ or a ‘real man,’
whatever that is, but people in
between are still, ‘Come on, could you
choose a side?’
“There’s this whole [feeling like],
we’ve given you these things, we’ve
given you marriage rights, you can
have children, you can affirm your
gender, you can do those things, but
could you now just be nicer to us?
And, I think, we have to be careful
of that – being sanctioned by the
state of what’s OK [because] then
people get left behind, and that’s
what we’re seeing right now … the
more privilege you gain, you have to
be really careful of that,” of remembering that not everyone is being
treated well.
The QAF opens on July 16. “And
we’re going to have a binge/party at
the end, on the 26th, and there’ll be
prizes,” said Holman. “We’re going
to play the whole entire festival. I think
it’s going to be 12 hours or something
– we’re inviting people to get into their
best dress jammies.
“Everything is going to be paywhat-you-can, by donation…. Pay as
much as you can, please, because we
want to support the artists.”
Among those artists are Jewish
community members Avram Finkelstein, from New York, who helps
open the festival (see jewishindependent.ca/political-art-of-living) and
locally based Noam Gagnon, whose
work This Crazy Show (July 25-26) is
described as “a reflection on the quest
for love, through revisiting the worlds
of childhood, both real and imagined.” In it, he “choreographs and performs, pushing himself to his physical
limit to explore and expose ‘the art of
artifice’ in a culture obsessed with pretending authenticity. This Crazy Show
explores just how precarious and
ambiguous identity can be, through
the evolution of the body and the self,
as both are continuously morphing,
unfixed and boldly celebrated.”
For more information on the festival, visit queerartsfestival.com. ‹
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little bit quieter, could you just be not
quite so much?’ There’s this toomuchness about Jews. And there’s
kind of this too-muchness about
queers, too. There’s this assimilation.
My family assimilated – I got, from
my bubbie and my great-aunt, I
would get Christmas cards. We’re
Jewish! But we assimilated because
that was what was safe for us. And so
there’s all this assimilation and erasure
that happens with queers and Jews,
because, also, many of us can pass; we
can pass as straight, we can pass as
not Jewish.”
Despite skepticism about the possibility of Jews being fully accepted –
the white supremacist rally in Charlottesville a couple of years ago featured chants of “Jews will not replace
us,” for example – Holman is completely out there in her Jewishness and
queerness, in a seemingly fearless way.
“Oh no, I’m afraid of everything,
that’s why I do it,” they said. “Although, that’s not true anymore. Since
my wife died [in 2009], I don’t fear
anything because the worst thing has
already happened to me. But I used
to be, I was quite fearful.… [However]
I’ve never been able to be in the closet
about anything really. And, I guess,
for me, that’s kind of Jewishness, [being] more emotive and not afraid to
debate, not always trying to please
people. For me, it comes from my
Jewish heritage.”
Despite the many accolades for
their art and for their work with the
Queer Arts Festival, including the
2014 YWCA Women of Distinction Award in Arts and Culture,
Holman said, “I have been a failure
all my life.” Among their reasons for
that description, Holman said they
are dyslexic. They added, “I’m
butch, so that’s a failure as a woman;
feminists were called failures as
women.” But, they said, they are
working with that in their art and,
on the positive side, being a failure
“frees you up to make your own
rules, so make your own rules.”
The theme of this year’s Queer Arts
Festival is “Wicked.” The press release
quotes Oscar Wilde: “Wickedness is
a myth invented by good people to
account for the curious attractiveness
of others.”
“It’s always really multi-layered
the theme and then people take different stuff out of it,” said Holman.
“So, there’s also the book Wicked …
because Wicked is about it’s not easy
being green, it’s not easy being different. It’s not easy being a Jew, it’s
not easy being queer. It’s not easy
being butch, it’s not easy being an
activist. It’s all actually about
activism, the book Wicked.”
In addition, there is, as Holman
writes in the press release, the question,
“What do we lose – who do we lose
– if we accept induction into the dominant order, and reframe ourselves as
a ‘moral minority’?”
“It’s a bit of a double pun,” they
explained to the Independent. “The
‘Moral Majority’ years ago, who were

5

Tikkun Olam

Al-Issa works to make peace a reality for all people.
PAT JOHNSON

D

uring a worldwide virtual event this month
involving Jewish leaders and government
officials from various countries,
one of the leading figures in Sunni
Islam was recognized for his work
opposing antisemitism and Holocaust denial.
Sheikh Dr. Mohammed Al-Issa
is the secretary-general of the Muslim World League and is a former
minister of justice of Saudi Arabia.
The Muslim World League is funded by the Saudi government, is based
in Mecca and positions itself as a
force for modernization and moderation in Saudi Arabia and the
Muslim world. Earlier this year, AlIssa led an historic trip of senior
Muslim clerics and leaders to
Auschwitz-Birkenau.
The online event, titled How
Muslims and Jews Can Combat
Anti-Semitism Together, featured
Al-Issa via video from Saudi Arabia,
joined by U.S. government officials
including Sam Brownback, a former

senator now ambassador-at-large for
international religious freedom, and
Elan Carr, special envoy for monitoring and combating antisemitism.
The event was sponsored by the
American Sephardi Federation and
the Combat Antisemitism Movement, which bills itself as a non-partisan, global grassroots movement
of individuals and organizations,
across all religions and faiths, united
to combat antisemitism. The organization’s director, Sacha RoytmanDratwa, presented Al-Issa with the
movement’s first annual award recognizing Muslim leadership against
antisemitism.
“We have been reminded that,
even in countries as advanced and
multicultural as the United States,
misunderstanding and mistrust is
dangerous when allowed to fester,”
Al-Issa said in an address that was
translated from Arabic. “It can lead
to anger, violence and social divisions
that help no one. Everywhere in the
world, we face challenges in building
the bridges of communication, part-

Muslim World League
nership and friendship.
in 2016, he has tried to
But, in a world with
build bridges with Jewmany
complicated
ish and Christian comthreats, from terrorism to
munities. He has also
global pandemics, our
been vocal in fighting
partnerships are more
Holocaust denial in
important than ever.”
Muslim circles.
He talked about the
“There are those
unifying global fight
who still try to falsify
against coronavirus
history, who claim the
which, he said, “does not
care if a person is MusHolocaust, the most
lim or non-Muslim, Jew
despised crime in huor non-Jew, Christian or
man history, is ficSheikh Dr. Muhammad Al-Issa receives an award,
non-Christian … rich or
tion,” he said. “We
virtually, from Sacha Roytman-Dratwa, director of the
poor, educated or nonstand against these
Combat Antisemitism Movement.
educated.”
liars, no matter who
That unity is a model for lion people murdered at Auschwitz they are or where they come from,
opposing the spread of hatred were human beings, just like any for denying history can only serve
and intolerance, he said, even as other, just like any Muslim. And to further the aims of those who
extremists attempt to exploit the even though it has been 75 years perpetrate hateful ideas of racial,
current uncertainty to push hatred since the gates of the Auschwitz ethnic or religious purity.”
Continued genocides, in Darfur,
and division.
death camp were torn down, creatHe spoke of his visit in January ing a better world for future gener- Rwanda, Bosnia and now Myanto the death camp in Poland, as well ations is a constant struggle that we mar, show that the lessons of the
Holocaust are universal, he said.
as his numerous visits to synagogues must not give up on.”
and Jewish museums.
“Muslims have a responsibility to
He cited murders of Muslims in
“I stood united alongside my Jew- New Zealand, Christians in Sri Lan- learn them, heed the warning of hisish brothers and said, ‘never again.’ ka and Jews in the United States as tory and stand as part of the interNot for Jews, not for Muslims, not indications of the work remaining national community to say, ‘never
again,’” Al-Issa said. “We will act tofor Christians, not for Hindus, not to be done.
for Sikhs, not for any of God’s chil“Whereas Jews and Muslims lived gether to make just peace a reality
dren,” said Al-Issa. “History’s great- centuries together, in these last for Jews and Muslims, and for all
est horror, the Holocaust, must decades we have sadly grown apart,” people, religions, civilizations and
never be repeated.… The 1.1 mil- he said. Since taking the helm of the cultures.” ‹
SCREENSHOT

Muslim leader an ally

Downsizing in West Vancouver?

 Geller’s
 Ambleside


may
 be
 just what you’re looking for
Michael
Mews
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The Ambleside Mews development
includes a restored heritage house,
a single-level Garden Suite and two
new detached houses. Monthly strata
fees cover the costs of the gardener,
insurance, maintenance and repairs
and municipal charges including
sewer, water and garbage pick-up.
Carefree living for those not yet ready
for an apartment.

6

Ambleside Mews is for those seeking carefree living without elevators, corridors or
underground parking. This unique development offers four special homes on a large
corner lot at 12th Street & Jefferson within walking distance of excellent schools and
Ambleside Village. The developer is Michael Geller who was responsible for the highly
successful Hollyburn Mews and Vinson House Residences.
Two homes are now sold and occupied. The remaining two include the single-level 1390
sq.ft. Garden Suite and a beautifully designed 2810 sq.ft. house at 1177 12th Street.
The Garden Suite is perfect for those seeking a brand-new single level home but
not yet ready for an apartment. Accessed from Jefferson Avenue, it offers an exceptionally large kitchen and bright, sunny living-dining area. There are two bedrooms,
each with its own en-suite bathroom. Pathways lead to the private garage wired for
your electric car.

1177 12th Street offers a thoughtfully designed kitchen overlooking the family room
and dining area. French doors lead to a private patio overlooking the shared garden.
There’s a separate south-facing living room attached to a sunny porch, powder room
and mud-room with direct access to the attached garage. Upstairs are three large
en-suite bedrooms, and a fully-equipped laundry room. The spacious lower level
offers extra height ceilings, a cozy media room, a fourth ensuite bedroom, a separate
office or playroom, and plenty of storage.
Listing agent Clara Hartree says Ambleside Mews is just what West Vancouver has
been waiting for: smaller brand-new beautifully designed energy-efficient homes
combining the charm and neighbourliness of yesteryear with all of today’s fixtures
and appliances and conveniences including home security.
Prices for the remaining homes have now been reduced to $1,662,000 and$2,472,000.

For additional information go to amblesidemews.com or call Clara Hartree at 604 889 9977 or email clara@clarahartree.com.

Books
Poet writes of world events
SAM MARGOLIS

T

he death in late May of
George Floyd, while he
was pinned down on the
ground by a Minneapolis
police officer, has sparked continuing protests throughout the United
States and the world. The tragic incident struck a nerve with Vancouver author and poet Lillian
Boraks-Nemetz, and she composed
“The Arm,” a poem about racism,
in Floyd’s honour.
The poem begins: “Today I am
George Floyd / I am a Jew / so I
know how it feels / To be stifled /
By the arm of hate / That extends
toward anyone / Who is different in
colour / Culture or creed.”
“Before he died, George Floyd
said, ‘I can’t breathe.’ When I think
of the enormity of the Holocaust
and its implications in my life, I can
hardly breathe,” Boraks-Nemetz, a
Shoah survivor, told the Independent
in a recent interview from her home
in Vancouver.
“There were moments during the
Holocaust when fear froze my throat

and I couldn’t breathe,” she said.
“The first time, I stood at the Nazi
checkpoint dividing the Warsaw
Ghetto from the rest of the world, I
had to let go of my father’s hand and
walk alone through the checkpoint,
hoping the German guard holding
a rifle won’t shoot me. The second

“Before he died,
George Floyd said,
‘I can’t breathe.’
When I think of the
enormity of the
Holocaust and its
implications in my life,
I can hardly breathe.”
– Lillian Boraks-Nemetz

time I couldn’t breathe was when I
found out that my little sister was
murdered by a policeman during
the war only because she was a Jew.

Like poor George Floyd, my sister
didn’t survive.”
When asked what she hopes people who read the poem will take
from it, she replied: “There are people in our community who do not
identify with the anti-racism goings
on. I do.”
She explained, “They talk about
the black injustice, the indigenous
injustice. I am talking about the Jewish injustice and the rise of antisemitism around the world. It seems
as if this topic has been completely
omitted from all conversations on
racism by both Jews and non-Jews.
These incidents, like the killing of
George Floyd, touch every survivor
of trauma one way or another.”
“The Arm” ends: “As the world
burns / From loss, guilt and disgust
/ May the good people of this Earth
/ Rise and open their arms / Far and
wide to release / Love, kindness and
justice for all / Because today each
one of us / Is George Floyd.”
The poem comes ahead of the release of Boraks-Nemetz’s new poetry

IMAGES COURTESY LILLIAN BORAKS-NEMETZ

Lillian Boraks-Nemetz speaks out against racism in a new poem.

compilation, Out of the Dark, which
will be released by Ronsdale Press in
the fall.
The 100-page collection offers a
cycle of poems in three parts about
the poet, who has had to live with
the memories of the Holocaust all
her life. The first section describes
the evils of suffering and prejudice,
of war and destruction, and the loss
of loved ones, even the loss of self.
“This is a ghetto / where humans
live in neglected cages / within a fire
that burns sleep out of their eyes,”
one verse proclaims.
The second section offers “flickers of light” in locating paths to a
more fulfilling life, once the poet

Lillian BoraksNemetz has a new
poetry compilation,
called Out of the
Dark, which will be
released by Ronsdale
Press in the fall.

understands, “We must always seek
/ new ways / of reaching one another / though each of us / is a world
unto itself.”
The third section pays homage to
Please see BORAKS-NEMETZ
on page 14

King Dav
vid
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video piece reimagining grieving rituals in the age of COVID.
“I explore the ceremony of wearing
Dolik’s clothes and reactivating the
narrative, cultural and physical threads
of his life. Spoken oral histories exploring my grandfather’s immigration
(I was born 10 days after they landed
in Canada), identity (he was the official communist ‘propagandist’ at the
coalmine he worked at in Ukraine)
and faith (he went from being an ardent anti-religious communist to a
practising Lubavitcher Jew) provide
textual counterpoint to the dance
video. The visuals themselves were all
created through aerial drone photography, creating a fluid visual style for
this interdisciplinary new video work.
Country roads, forests and lakes frame
this physical score exploring grief,
memory and family history.”
Gorodetsky said, “I think if I had
been able to grieve, remember and
connect with my family after Dolik’s
death, I would have no need to explore
these ideas artistically. But, since I have
not, I have a nagging need to articulate

around. It helps me shake the weight
and sediment of catastrophe off and
meet my grief as an equal, rather than
as a victim.
“Gus and I developed a habit of
walking to a beach or body of water,
finding a big tree stump, climbing on
top and dancing to a playlist called
‘Klezmer Dance Party at Home’ (lots
of Klezmatics, Michael Winograd,
Frank London, Socalled and Di Naye
Kapelye). It’s been a real lifesaver.”
❇❇❇
Ne. Sans Opera and Dance’s Trionfi Amore (The Triumph of Love) was
commissioned by Peter Bingham for
EDAM’s Spring Choreographic Series, April 2019.
“It is a trio created for three phenomenal Vancouver-based performers, Kate Franklin, Jeremy O’Neill
and Ted Littlemore,” said Cohen.
“Besides being excellent dancers, these
three are also trained musicians, and
the piece utilizes their many talents.
“The trio is inspired by the opera
Orfeo ed Euridice and is a part of my

Idan Cohen

“Ne. Sans is an organization that
is centred on Western European music and dance, and my origins are in
Western Europe,” he continued.
“Our main goal in Ne. Sans is not to
present a notion of nostalgia, romanticism and artificial beauty, but to
raise the issues of violence and inequalities created by that culture,
recreate its narratives and bring those
up into the surface.”
In Jewish teaching, there is the concept of tikkun olam, repairing the world.
“We can all be involved in tikkun olam
at any given moment,” said Cohen,
“and we need to keep adapting and correcting our values, individual or systemic. We have a responsibility to help
and support one another. We have survived horrible historical events. Looking
straight at our bleeding past and present:
in the face of injustice, we cannot and
will not stay silent.”
❇❇❇
Kuebler, who has performed at
the Chutzpah! Festival and is connected to the Jewish community
through his sister’s family, will be
presenting Momentum of Isolation at
DOTE. Started last year, he said,
“This first chapter of research is a
chain of solos, for seven performers,
that was developed by company
artists online and in isolation.”
Given the restrictions required to
control COVID, this part of “the project has taken on a much more singular focus on each artist’s personal
interpretation,” said Kuebler. “As these
solos were developed in home spaces
JOYCETORRES
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Ben Gorodetsky hangs on to an
RV’s ladder in There Yet by
Edmonton’s Mile Zero Dance.

ongoing research
on the theme of
Orpheus,” he explained. “It speaks
of love, and of the
power of music and
art to move, entertain and touch us.
It also speaks of the
power of manipulation and control
on the individual and, as we prepare
it for DOTE during this time, we
find that new meanings present
themselves to us.”
Cohen said, “The act of presenting
something as abstract as the notion of
love in a dance performance is quite
a challenge by itself, and nowadays
even more so – how do you speak of
love without being able to touch, to
be close to one another? Instead of
looking at this as an obstacle, we
choose to look at it as a source of inspiration, a new adventure. As artists,
we reflect what we experience and
then monitor, or direct, those notions
into our actions and creative choices.
My responsibility here is to stay true to
the origins of this piece, but also to protect the viewers and the performers
while offering art that speaks of relevant
issues and current experiences.”
It hasn’t been easy.
“Ne. Sans had to stop our season and
rethink and rearrange our commitments,” said Cohen. “It has been painful
to see how many creative ventures that
have been in the planning for quite
awhile have been postponed or canceled, and to realize the ensuing financial
and emotional toll.... I believe in the value and presence of arts in our community and in our lives, in countless ways,
and tackle issues that I find not just relevant for myself, but that reflect on
many lives. At the same time, I recognize
how privileged I am to be here, in Vancouver, and to be safe and healthy.”
Whether theatre, music or dance,
one thing common to all forms of live
performance, said Cohen, “is that they
are alive.” They all involve
the human body, both “the
performing bodies and the
ones watching.”
“As an artist who uses
movement as a primary
artistic discipline,” he said,
“I have a huge love and respect for the human body
in its most basic form.
When you learn to love and
accept your body, you can
truly love and respect people. That love is also where
my queer identity(ies) meet
my Jewish ancestry. So
much hate is being inflicted
on the body; if we don’t
learn to love and appreciate
our bodies, how can we truly love and appreciate someone else’s?
How can we heal? With so much violence in our history and in our present, in a world polluted with
ignorance and hate, how do we learn
to love and forgive our ancestors, our
pasts? The arts bear a huge responsibility. Artists need to change our priorities, acknowledge our inherited
racism and create new stories.

OR DRUKER

Gorodetsky, who is Russian-Canadian, is one half of the political
comedy duo Folk Lordz, with Cree
co-creator Todd Houseman. The pair
tackle racism, among other social ills,
and have created a 15-part series
“[r]eflecting urban-Indigenous, immigrant and activist perspectives

through the lens of biting satire.” A
second series of sketches is on its way,
but Gorodetsky is bringing a very personal work to this year’s DOTE.
“It’s a movement video piece honouring my grandfather, Dolik (David)
Lutsky. He died on April 3, 2020,
and, since we could not gather for his
funeral due to the pandemic, we were
left to sort through our grief alone,”
he shared. “One small relief was my
grandmother mailing me a box of his
clothes. Using these garments as performance artifacts, I created a digital

this particular pain through movement, story and visual composition.”
Since COVID, Gorodetsky has become the fulltime caregiver for his 2.5year-old son. “Time and energy have
become scarce resources,” he said, “so
I’ve had to get better at working furiously fast while he naps. Focused blasts
of creativity.
“Also, my family has been displaced from our home and all our
possessions in Brooklyn, N.Y. We
were in Kelowna (where I was teaching on a one-term contract at UBC
in the performance program) when
the border closed and we could not
return to our home as planned. So,
we’re in Waterloo, living at my sister-in-law’s house, until [who knows
when]. Honestly, my mental health
is brutal right now. Anxiety grips me
in a way I had never experienced before, and I have had to find tactics
for replenishing my depleted stores
of happiness and hope. One thing
that really helps is long bike rides
with my son Gus. We get out of the
city and follow country roads – we
live near Amish country! It’s a small
way to feel free, alive and empowered
in the midst of these deeply destabilizing times.”
For Gorodetsky, who grew up in
Metro Vancouver – in Burquitlam –
“dance is a way of moving your grief

MARC J. CHALIFOUX
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All Bodies Dance Project (ABDP)
is bringing Ho.Me to the festival. “The
film was commissioned by F-O-R-M,
Festival of Recorded Movement, last
year … and is a collaboration between
longtime ABDP company members
Carolina Bergonzoni (choreographer/director), Peggy Leung (dancer),
Harmanie Rose (dancer), Mathew
Chyzyk (dancer) and Vancouverbased artist Gemma Crowe (cinematographer/editor) and Alex Mah
(composer),” said Brand. “Ho.Me explores themes of belonging and comfort in relation to inhabiting one’s own
body. The film is comprised of three
personal solos shot inside the dancers’
own apartments. In the piece, we get
to see these three very different bodies
dancing within the privacy of their
own homes among the objects that
have meaning to them.
“While the film was created long before the pandemic, the significance of
moving inside our homes feels really
different now since we’ve all been spending so much time inside. Many dancers
have been figuring out how to turn our
living spaces into places where we can
also practise, explore and move, as studios haven’t been an option.”
Since the start of the pandemic,
ABDP has moved some of its community dance programming online.
“We also started a weekly virtual
gathering for our community of
dancers in order to prevent social isolation,” said Brand. “Many of our projects have been on hold. There is so
much about what we do as a company
that just isn’t compatible with the necessary restrictions of COVID life. Our
work is based on bringing people with
different bodies, backgrounds, experiences and abilities together to move,
share and make in real-time. We’ve
been thinking a lot about what kinds
of things translate into the digital space
and what things just can’t be replaced.”
She said, “Now more than ever we
need community and collective experiences, as so many have been isolated
during these past few months. People
with disabilities in particular have experienced a lot of isolation and so we
are even more committed to our purpose at All Bodies Dance Project.”
She added, “Dance is about each of
our essential relationship to our own
bodies. During COVID times, many
of us have learned a lot about our own
physical experience of moving through
the world and the social choreography
of physical distancing. There has been
so much choreography on the sidewalks, grocery stores and, of course, in
the streets during the incredible protests
during this pandemic.”
❇❇❇

Naomi
Brand

K. HO

insight around movements of essential
social change.”
❇❇❇

Shay
Kuebler

and in isolation, the artists are performing their solos in smaller performance spaces – averaging six-by-nine
feet – as well as performing these solos
in relation to walls and surfaces in their
environment.”
Of COVID’s impacts, he said,
“There was certainly sadness and
stress from losing work and touring
opportunities. The company was two
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good. That’s when you know you’re making
a difference.”
Finding writers to work for free has not
been a challenge. “People have been coming
out of the woodwork. I never knew that pretty
much everyone on the planet was a writer,”
Csillag said, laughing.
Challenges they have not ironed out, they
admit, include finding reliable reporters outside Ontario and a steady source of news from
Israel, since they don’t have the resources to
pay for a news service.
If CJN is not revived, Farber said, “I think
we have to get together with serious-minded
people within the community and say the
CJN is gone and we are here. We don’t have
a real business model to be honest. What
you see is what you get…. We would have
to ramp up to a real business model.”
Farber added that Canada, with the world’s
fourth-largest Jewish population at 400,000,
should be able to sustain at least two national
Jewish media platforms.
That confidence is shared by Gordon,
who equates the situation to the old joke
about the Jew who, when rescued from a
deserted island, was asked why he built two
synagogues on the island. One, he told rescuers, was his shul; the other was the one
he would never set foot in.
TheJ.ca has been in the planning stages for
more than a year. Gordon came on a few
weeks before launch. Like the Record, TheJ.ca
has little overhead, since everyone associated
with it works remotely. They have a few investors and some steady advertising agreements. The online nature of the platform also
means no printing or distribution expenses.
Gordon touts the diversity of the large stable of writers.
“One of the things that I think is our
proudest asset are individuals from the widest
array possible, individuals who are liberal to
conservative, Jew and Arab, religious to secular,” he said. “We have four gay columnists,
we have Jews of colour who are contributing,
we have coast-to-coast contributors and, in
that respect, I want to say that, not only do
we deliver the unexpected, but we represent
the previously unrepresented.”
On Israel coverage, though, they aim to
determine suitability of opinions based on
the “three Ds” formulated by Natan Sharansky to determine if criticism of Israel is antisemitic: delegitimization of Israel,
demonization of Israel, and subjecting Israel
to double standards.
“In terms of Israel, we’re not going to make

it a secret: we’re very pro-Israel, very Zionistic,”
said Gordon. “It’s a good read to say that we
are centre-right. We will still strive to maintain
a kind of balance in terms of Israel reporting
… we will tilt from time to time liberal but
not left.”
Their aim is to post a batch of new content
twice a week.
While Gordon is based in Toronto,
TheJ.ca was born in Winnipeg. Marty Gold,
a longtime broadcast journalist and publisher,
and Ron East, a former pro wrestler and physical education teacher who has also been involved in publishing, are longtime friends
who were critical of existing Jewish media.
East is son of the late Israeli military commander, author and counterterrorism expert
Yoram Hamizrachi East. When Winnipeg
saw an influx of Israeli immigrants a few years
ago, the father and son launched a Hebrewlanguage publication to help the newcomers
navigate their city. The 500 copies were routinely snapped up, he said.
The idea for the new media platform
came after Gold and East felt that the established Jewish media and communal organizations in the city were not adequately
confronting anti-Israel activity.
“There wasn’t really a pro-Israel, Zionistic
platform out there,” said East. “We found
that our local media here in Winnipeg, as well
as when we started looking at Canadian Jewish
News and others, were giving more and more
room ... and more and more credibility to
what we would describe as anti-Israel, antiZionistic and, in some cases, pro-BDS Jewish
movements. Those voices became louder and
louder and the Zionistic pro-Israel voices
seemed to be drowned out. We felt that it was
important to provide a platform that would
allow for those voices.”
While TheJ.ca is an online media platform, they are mooting a print digest that
might be issued a couple of times a year.
They are also working on a way to format
content so that it can be easily downloaded
and printed for people who prefer to hold
their newspaper in their hands. Also in the
hopper are plans for region-specific landing
pages, so readers in Vancouver or Halifax,
say, could access both items of national and
international interest, as well as local news
relevant to them.
The design of their site, said East, is particularly aimed at reaching younger readers.
They credit Gordon’s experience in the field
for bringing together a diverse group of writers
from across the country. ‹

The Jewish media scene has faced unprecedented challenges in recent years. The emergence
of the internet more than two decades ago has undermined print media of all types, with
publications for small or niche demographics experiencing particular challenges as well as
advantages. The pandemic, which led to an unprecedented global economic shutdown in
March, had immediate repercussions. Much of the advertising in the Independent, for example,
is for upcoming community events, all of which were summarily canceled. Non-essential
retailers closed, making advertising extraneous.
The Independent has continued publishing on a reduced schedule.
Winnipeg’s Jewish Post & News announced in April that it was ceasing printing, but started
publishing a print edition again at the end of May.
The difficulties nearly led to the dissolution of the world’s oldest English-language Jewish
newspaper, Britain’s Jewish Chronicle, which was saved by a conglomerate of philanthropists.
The rival Jewish News, which had also announced its liquidation and was set to merge with
the Chronicle before the surprise bailout, will, for now, continue publishing independently.
In an article recently about the state of Jewish journalism, the Times of Israel reported that
New York’s Jewish Week made a dire plea for support and a leader in the American Jewish
Press Association – of which the Independent is a member – acknowledged that COVID has
presented a serious challenge to an already struggling sector.
The world’s third-largest Jewish community, in France, is in a different boat. In the 1980s,
the French government opened radio airwaves to private groups and Jewish radio stations play
a role in that country similar to the role newspapers play in most other Jewish communities.
– PJ
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CHRIS BARTON

sumption of art is interwoven in
weeks away from a European
the daily fabric of their lives.”
tour when all the social protocols came into place. We were
❇❇❇
fortunate to receive some supAt DOTE, Tara Cheyenne
port and, after assessing the fiPerformance will share two films
nancial losses, we were able to
made in collaboration with Allison
move forward with a different
Beda/Amuse Productions and
creative practice for this phase
possibly a live online performance,
of this project.
said Tara Cheyenne Friedenberg.
“The new creation practice of
“These works are a continuation
working online and in isolation
of my solo I can’t remember the
actually revealed some very inword for I can’t remember, which
teresting new approaches and
premièred at the Firehall in 2018.”
beneficial tactics. This online forFor Friedenberg, life during
mat had us focus on different
COVID has been “up and
dance techniques and improviAmber Funk Barton
down.”
sation tasks that could both chal“Some days are good – home schooling actually
lenge our individual movement skills and develop
more group unity in movement. It also opened a happens (we have an 8-year-old), I might even take
window for focused study around the social content an online dance class and have a virtual rehearsal
with my dramaturge Melanie Yeats. Other days,
in the project.”
Kuebler said, “For myself as an artist, this time making lunch and trying to figure out Grade 3
has offered me some space to ‘fill the well.’ I have fractions is too much,” she said. “I’m not loving
been creating, traveling and supporting multiple the many, many Zoom meetings. I feel like our
projects simultaneously for a solid
amount of time. This time in isolation,
although not in the form that I would
have wished for, or for anyone for that
matter, has offered me space and time
to just research and train.... I’ve found
that, with this space, I’ve been more
creative and have developed further
outlets to express my creativity.”
He said, “I think that art holds a very
important place in society. It offers people
an escape from certain stresses and can
help inspire them to find their own creativity. I believe that being creative can
help you live with greater curiosity, humility and awareness of the world around
you, which can make you a better memTara Cheyenne Friedenberg
ber of society.... From this standpoint, I believe that
art and artists gain greater relevance during challenging
brains and bodies are compromised being in front
times and times of change.”
of screens so much.
❇❇❇
“Artistically, it has been invigorating and chalBarton’s company, the response., will host a spe- lenging – also very frustrating and often sad, to be
cial-edition, two-day version of Dance Café, which honest – to try to reach my audience. I was recently
will feature eight Vancouver-based professional working on a video of past work and noticed that,
in every show, I literally climb into/onto the audience.
dance artists during DOTE.
“Together with my administration assistant, My focus right now is how do I break the fourth wall
Kaia Shukin, we have been presenting Dance Café when it is a virtual fourth wall.”
When asked the importance of the arts in such
since 2017,” said Barton. Originally, it was held
once a year as an informal, free event in studio, a stressful social and economic period, Friedenberg
but, since May of this year, they have been pre- said, “We absolutely need to share stories and exsenting professional dance artists online using In- periences right now. I feel like it is my duty to offer
stagram Live, and did so in June, as well. Given levity, commentary and my own feelings in order
the positive response, Barton would like to keep to facilitate those moments of community and
the free event going monthly until the end of the recognition. My grandfather toured Europe playing
year, but it will depend on resources, and she hopes piano for Maurice Chevalier leading up to the war,
then here in Canada during the war. I feel like it’s
people will donate to help make that happen.
With the arrival of the pandemic, Barton said, in my blood to offer what I make, especially during
“It felt like many of the things I do changed difficult times. I’ve been making these very silly
overnight. At first – and there are still many mo- satire videos of my character Laura Lockdown,
ments at present – I felt overwhelmed with the which people are enjoying I think because they allearning curve of teaching and rehearsing on plat- low us to laugh at the extreme situation we are all
forms such as Zoom. I feel that the act of partici- living through.”
Friedenberg also has been recording, for almost
pating in these online platforms, whether you are
ready to or not, forces you to be creative just by a year now, the podcast Talking Sh*t with Tara
showing up. In many ways, the act of applying for Cheyenne.
“I interview artists about their work, their lives
grants and the typical administration side of what
I and the company do haven’t changed, but the and how they manage,” she said. “These interartistic side of it is what I find is in question. How views are even more interesting in the time of
can we continue and how can we share and create COVID-19. Creativity, and how we navigate its
work in a safe environment? Those are my biggest absence in the face of difficulty is so useful for all
of us. Right now, I’m leaning towards interviewquestions right now.”
For Barton, “Art can be a reflection of what we ing artists of colour – voices, art and ideas that
are experiencing in the world and can act as a mirror. need to be heard.”
It can be cathartic. It can also help us escape. We are
❇❇❇
all listening to music, watching films and trying to
make sense of what is happening and/or trying to
For the full DOTE schedule, visit dancinmake time pass by. No one can deny that their con- gontheedge.org. ‹
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Please support our Milestones
kosher restaurants,
cafés and caterers More than $8.9 million raised
Federation campaign funds help those hardest hit by COVID.

12 /0.# &3

W

+13/0.#/&3"+122-(,--!, ,

Open for regular takeout with delivery options, and to eat-in.

103&2*.#2130#

103&+*.#130#"+/%22-(,-,,-'''
360-9100 Blundell Rd., Richmond

/)$302103$/)3

/)$30//103$/)3"+/%
-(,-(-''

The Kosher
Food Warehouse

Rear Entrance of 612 Kingsway, Vancouver
Open and business as usual.
Not delivering to North Shore, but for bulk order of meat and chicken (not groceries), they can work with Rabbi Gibbs.

1320*

%130*"+/%22-(,--'-,''

1967 W Broadway, Vancouver
Open 4-8 p.m. Delivery through Uber Eats.
People can call and order, and they will put it in their car.

112031.*32/)$302
&11+031.*3"+/%22-(,-----!

Regular menu. People to pick up at the Vancouver JCC.
They can deliver (Richmond and North Shore if necessary).
Flexible to help everyone and open to any suggestions.

%&*.)#2/)$302
/%&*.)#/)$30"+/%22-(,-! - ' '

5775 Oak Street, Vancouver
Order online or by phone. Local delivery, or people
can drive by the store - call ahead and they will loadWit
into the vehicle with no human contact.
(No delivery to the North Shore.)

.$3303+.*.3"+122-(,-!- !
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– Courtesy Jewish Federation of Greater Vancouver









MIRIAM
 from
 page 2


 in the Diaspora.
ulously
appeared
According
to
Chassidic lore, once,

just before Yom Kippur’s Kol Nidre

prayer began, Yitzchak Isaac Taub
1012/)$302130#223).101&.



(1751-1821), who was
2 the sage of
-(,-!!-, 

Nagykálló (Kalov in Yiddish) in east
3844 Oak St., Vancouver
2 2called on his assistant
ern 2Hungary,

Rabbi Yaacov Fish to harness his
Open 9:30 a.m.-6 p.m.
horse and wagon. The two set out to
Serving food to go, and delivering full groceries only

2 fields, where they found a small
2
2
Fish’s
(i.e. not falafel) between 1st and 49th avenues between
pool.
Immediately, the holy man dis2
Granville and Fraser streets. For pickup, orders taken by
robed
and immersed himself, while
phone; vehicle loaded without human contact.
Many passengers short, because of COVID-19
Fish stood by transfixed. After the restrictions, 40 women were still able to sail on the
Day of Atonement, Fish returned to King David across the Kinneret to Miriam’s Well.
his fields, but
the pond had disap.1021.30*&2specializing in kosher catering
STAR ✡
2
peared.
Fish
asked
2 2 his master, “Rabbi, as you know, despite our long friendship, I never mix
2
).10+1.30*& $/.%1*"+/%22-(,--(--(2 CATERING
INC
into your2affairs.2 But I beg you to enlighten me about the pool of water that appeared and
2
disappeared
so mysteriously in my fields.”
The holy man, who founded the Kaliver Chassidic dynasty, smiled: “If Rabbi Yaacov had
Cel. 604-690-9560
had the sense, he would have dipped himself the same as I did, for, at that moment, Miriam’s
1
Well passed by.”
Most of the information provided comes from the Jewish
Federation of Greater Vancouver, jewishvancouver.com.
Gil Zohar is a writer and tour guide in Jerusalem.

✡






AVIVA SPIEGEL
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hen COVID-19 hit, the Jewish Federation of Greater Vancouver quickly refocused its organizational resources on closing the annual campaign and addressing urgent community needs. Now, it is circling back to announce some
terrific news, which is that the 2019 Federation annual campaign raised more
than $8.9 million.
Here is a general breakdown of the funds raised:
• $7.9 million in unrestricted funds to support programs and services locally, nationally
and in Israel through the allocations process – an increase of $100,000 from last year;
• $1 million in special project funding from donors who give above and beyond their
annual campaign commitments to support programs that meet high-priority community
needs; and
• $40,000 to support the work of specific agencies from donors directing a portion of their
increased gifts through Federation’s Plus Giving program.
The community’s generosity is making an impact here and around the world. Thirty-two
local Jewish families will have safe, stable homes when they move into new affordable housing
units this summer. Youth in Israel who were once considered at-risk are now skilled professionals
whose expertise is sought after.
Federation gives a huge thank you to everyone who contributed and to everyone who volunteered to make the annual campaign a success, including the more than 250 community
members who volunteered as canvassers and team captains.
Federation’s campaign chair, Jonathon Leipsic, once again demonstrated outstanding leadership, energy and passion for community as he led the Annual Campaign Working Cabinet.
Kol hakavod and todah rabah to Leipsic and to each of these community leaders, who are on
this dedicated team: Shay Keil, major gifts co-chair; Lana Pulver, major gifts co-chair; Michael
Averbach, men’s philanthropy co-chair; Daniel Dodek, men’s philanthropy co-chair; Susan
Hector, canvasser development; Al Szajman, marketing chair; Alvin Wasserman, campaign
advisor; and Catherine Epstein, agency liaison.
The funds raised in this campaign will be distributed locally, nationally and in Israel during
the 2021 allocations cycle, which will take place next summer. This is part of the two-year
allocations cycle that Federation established after the 2008 economic downturn in order to
provide greater predictability to its partners and to provide a measure of protection in the
event of unanticipated fluctuations. The prudent contingency planning that Federation has
been able to do as a result is part of what enabled it to provide emergency funding in April
to community organizations that were hit hardest by COVID-19.
In addition, the community also depends on Jewish Federation to work with donors
throughout the year to generate special project funding to meet high-priority needs. Combined
with the annual campaign result, the total Jewish Federation raised this year was $10.3 million.
While this strong result will help sustain the community, more resources will still be needed
to address increased community needs related directly to the pandemic. A healthy annual

campaign is just the start. With the challenges we’re all currently experiencing, Jewish Federation’s central role has never been more important. ‹



The bar/bat mitzvah ceremony
symbolizes the privileges and responsibility of adult membership in the
Jewish People. An inscription in JNFs
Bar Mitzvah Book (Sefer Bar Mitzvah)
allows young adults everywhere
to play a part in contributing to
Jewish commitment.

Inspiring achievers honoured
Dr. Paige
Axelrood and
Ivan Sayers
were among
the 25 British
Columbians
honoured with
a 2020 BC
Achievement
Community
Award.

Your child will receive many gifts, but few are as
enduring as an inscription in the Bar Mitzvah Book.
For further information, call 604.257.5155.

JEWISH NATIONAL FUND
301-950 W. 41st Ave., Vancouver, BC V5Z 2N7

Tel. 604.257.5155 Fax 604.257.5150

O

n April 27, Premier John Horgan and Anne Giardini, chair of the BC Achievement Foundation,
named this year’s recipients of the BC Achievement Community Award. Among those honoured
were Jewish community members Dr. Paige Axelrood and Ivan Sayers. “These days more than ever,
our communities are made stronger by British Columbians who go above and beyond,” said Horgan.
“Thanks go to all of the BC Achievement 2020 Community Award recipients for helping build a better province
for everyone.”
“It is an honour to celebrate the excellence and dedication of these 25 outstanding British Columbians,” added
Giardini. “On behalf of all of us at the BC Achievement Foundation, I thank each of them for strengthening
their communities and inspiring others to community action.”
As the founder of the Scientist in Residence Program, Axelrood developed and built an educational program
to support teachers and help students discover their inner scientist. Elementary students across the Vancouver
School District have experienced real science and discovered the natural world through the Scientist in Residence
Program. Axelrood’s vision to partner teachers with scientists to facilitate hands-on, inquiry-based lessons has
helped change the delivery of science education.
Sayers is the honorary curator of the BC Society for Museum of Original Costume and curator emeritus,
Museum of Vancouver. Specializing in the study of women’s, men’s and children’s fashions from 1700 to the
present, Sayers has produced historical fashion shows and museum exhibitions all over western North America.
A lecturer and mentor, his fashion shows have supported countless nonprofits over the years.
The BC Achievement Foundation is an independent foundation established in 2003, whose mission is to
honour excellence and inspire achievement. This year’s selection committee members were Mayor Lee Brain of
Prince Rupert, Mayor Michelle Staples of Duncan, and past recipients Lolly Bennett, Aart Schuurman Hess and
Andy Yu.
The recipients of the 2020 Community Award will be recognized in a formal presentation ceremony in Victoria,
in the presence of Janet Austin, lieutenant governor of British Columbia. Each recipient receives a certificate and
a medallion designed by BC artist Robert Davidson. For more information on the award and its recipients, past
and present, visit bcachievement.com. ‹
– Courtesy BC Achievement Foundation
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PIANO TUNING
Tunings, repairs and estimates. Honest, reliable and certified.
Call Moshe Denburg at 604-879-8415.

Best wishes to all for a Happy Canada Day!
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Need

&

MAILING

    ? We can do it!

       
  

 



*Call Us Today for a Quote*
1-1455 Brigantine Dr, Coquitlam, BC V3K 7C2
Tel: 604-526-8557

www.intwebexpress.com
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Happy Canada
Day!
Chanukah
Sameach!
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THANK YOU VERY MUCH!
In light of the economic impacts of COVID-19, the Jewish Independent reached out
to the community for help – and the community is responding generously.
Thank you to all of you! We need and value your continuing support.

Thank you to the advertisers in this issue:
Moshe Denburg, piano tuning
Dexter Realty
Factory Optical
Famous Foods
Famous Players Band
Michael Geller
JB Newall Memorials
JFS Vancouver
Jewish Federation of Greater Vancouver

Jewish Museum and Archives of BC
Jewish National Fund-Pacific Region
Keil Investment Group
King David High School
Latham’s
Vancouver Talmud Torah
Web exPress Inc.
ZLC Financial

Thank you to the donors towards multiple issues:
Anonymous
Gary Averbach
Paige Axelrood &
Frederick Glick
Jeffrey Barnett
Donna Becker
Marg Borthwick
Lilian Broca & David
Goodman
Gina Faigen
Chris Friedrichs
Gregg Gardner
David Goldman
René Goldman
Gershon Growe
Sylvia Gurstein
Rahel Halabe

Barbara Heller
Faith Jones & Winnifred
Tovey
Sharon Kates
Kevin Keystone
Gerry Kline
Robert & Marilyn Krell
Ron & Estarisa Laye
Gerald Lecovin
Shanie Levin
Seymour & Alberta Levitan
Fraidie Martz
Julie Martz
Rachel Mayer
Michelle & Eli Mina
Alan Morinis

Elizabeth Nicholls
Avril Orloff
Marion Poliakoff
Geraldine Schwartz
Perry & Shelley Seidelman
Ralph & Linda Shulman
Bernie Simpson
Heather Sirlin
Renee Switzer
Barry & Ronnie Tessler
Neri Tischler
Thomas Tsang
Muriel Vallance
Jerry Wasserman
Catherine Youngren
Cathy Zbarsky
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And thank you to:
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• All of our longtime subscribers
• The many new subscribers who have signed up
• Everyone who has bought a gift subscription (or two)
• Past advertisers for giving us a good financial base to deal with the crisis
90

You can find jewishindie on

Jew sh

years & beyond

Independent

Formerly the
Jewish Western
Bulletin

The Bayit

Second Annual Raffle Fundraiser and
COVID Financial Recovery Campaign.
Prizes: $10,000 (first), two tickets to Israel (second), two nights at Westin in Whistler (third),
diamond necklace (fourth). Purchase tickets
at thebayit.ca/lottery.html or 604-441-4770.

COURTESY JCCGV.COM

The Bayit

Community Calendar

Shabbat Together with Morah Miriam, for
kids. Fri, noon, live on Google Meet via
thebayit.ca.

Shabbat Zoomigans, Sat, 11 a.m. young
family program & 11:30 a.m. preteen/teen
program via Zoom. rabbidavidbluman@
bethisrael.ca.
Youth Zoom Nights: Atid & Kadima (grades
4-7) Wed, 7 p.m., & USY (grades 8-12) Thurs,
8 p.m. rabbidavidbluman@bethisrael.ca.
Daily & weekly online events schedule, including Musar study (Mon-Fri, 10 a.m.),
High Tea (Tues & Thurs, 4 p.m.) World Affairs Discussion Group (Tues, 1:30 p.m.),
Zoom & Learn (Wed, noon) & Zoom &
Talmud (Thurs, 7:45 pm.): bethisraelvan.ca.

Canadian
Friends
of Hebrew
U
Canadian Friends
of Hebrew
U

Unveiling the Secret of the Archeological
Site of Tel Abel Beth Maacah. June 30 on
Zoom. This & other webinars with Hebrew
University experts: cfhu.org/events.
CJPAC

CJPAC

Virtual events include Canadian Trivia June
29, 4:30 p.m. (to celebrate Canada Day) &
Let’s Talk Politics webinar July 2, 9 & 16.
cjpac.ca/virtual-events.

Chabad
of Richmond
Chabad
of Richmond

Minyanairs Club, Calling to G-d in Times of
Distress class, Talmud class & other online
offerings: chabadrichmond.com/templates/
events.htm.

Jewish Academy
Jewish Academy

Insight, a course for women, led by Malky
Bitton. Sun, 7:30 p.m., via Zoom.

Other Chabad of Downtown Vancouver
events & classes: chabadcitycentre.com.

JACS Vancouver
JACS Vancouver

Here to Help, online recovery support group,
every 2nd Tues, 7:30 p.m.; & family support
group, every 2nd Tues, 7 p.m. Other online
therapy sessions & support groups available.
Contact shelley@jacsvancouver.com or 778882-2994.

Jewish
Community
Jewish
Community
Centre Centre

Jewish Federation
Jewish Federation

COVID Challah Initiative, a multi-organization project. Register by Thurs, noon, for
Fri morn delivery, at jewishvancouver.com/
challah-delivery.

Jewish Museum
Jewish Museum

Various online exhibits: jewishmuseum.ca/
exhibits/online-exhibits.

Or Shalom

Peretz Centre
Peretz Centre

Sholem Aleichem Speakers Series, with various guests. Fri, 11 a.m. Register: gydachud@
gmail.com.
Exploring Jewish Writers, with Al Stein. Sat,
10:30 a.m. Register: alstein577@gmail.com.
Moving Conversations, with Claudia
Bulaievsky, explores embodied movement
and creative expression. Tues, 2:30 p.m. Register: clabulai@hotmail.com.

Schara Tzedeck
Schara Tzedeck

Musical Havdalah, for grades 8-12. Sat nights
on Facebook & Zoom. More information:
ariel@ncsy.ca.

Waldman
Waldman
Library Library

Gotta Sing! Gotta Dance! Zoom classes in all
aspects of musical theatre – singing, dancing,
acting – for kids 9-14+. First session: July 617. Next 10-day, 45-minute-daily sessions July
20-31 & Aug. 3-14. $75/session. Many classes
offered, each with a 12-person minimum
enrolment. Information & registration:
jccgv.com/gotta-sing-gotta-dance-goes-virtual.
(Private coaching available: ehrlich@
kzellaw.com for information.)

Temple Sholom
Temple Sholom

Services, other classes & events, including
Morning Meditation (Fri, 9:30 a.m.), Torah
study (Sat, 8:30 a.m.), Tot Shabbat (Sat, 11
a.m.), Seniors Movement & Exercise (Tues,
10 a.m.), Talmud class (Tues, 11 a.m.), Coffee
& Chat (Thurs, noon): templesholom.ca.

Holocaust
Education
Holocaust
Education
Centre Centre

Online Symposium on the Holocaust, for
teachers & students free of charge. Featured
speakers: VHEC Holocaust survivor speakers
Lillian Boraks-Nemetz & Dr. Robert Krell, as
well as historian Dr. Lauren Faulkner Rossi
(SFU). Enrol at vhecsymposium.thinkific.com/
courses/vhecsymposium.

team@liebermanhomes.com
liebermanhomes.com | luanarobertson.com

Sharing the Space: Expressive Writing, with
Bonnie Nish & Ali Denno. Have pen & paper h&y. Tues, 7 p.m., via Zoom. Register
via onlyatthej.com.
Shirley Stein’s News & Views: weekly news
& politics discussion group facilitated by Dan
Elezam. Wed, 10:30 a.m., via Zoom. Email
library@jccgv.bc.ca to join group.

Big Enough to Serve You
Small Enough to
Know You

Vancouver’s Original
Natural & Bulk Food Store

Various
Organizations
Various
Organizations

The Anatomy of Your Family History
Book, a free online workshop with personal
historian Cory Bretz. June 26, 10 a.m. Register
via eventbrite.com.

Dancing on the Edge, includes Action at a
Distance (Vanessa Goodman), All Bodies
Dance (Naomi Brand, with Carolina
Bergonzoni), Ben Gorodetsky, Ne. Sans
Opera and Dance (Idan Cohen), Radical System Art (Shay Kuebler), the response. (Amber
Funk Barton) and Tara Cheyenne Performance. July 2-11, dancingontheedge.org.

Camp Gan Israel, for preschool & kindergarten
& grades 1-7. July 6-Aug. 14 two-week sessions.
Half-day ($300/session) & full-day ($450/session) options. Hot Lunch from Café FortyOne
available for full-day attendees for $40/session.
Register at ganisraelbc.com/home/register.
Questions: Rabbi Dovid & Chaya Rosenfeld,
vancouvercgi@gmail.com or 778-878-2025.

604 . 263 . 1144

Family Storytime for ages 3-6. Sun, 11 a.m.,
via Zoom.

Learn One Page of Talmud a Week: 15minute recordings emailed four times a week.
Contact rabbifedergrun@scharatzedeck.com.

Digivations innovation & literary camps
for children & teens, founded by Drs. Steve
& Anne Berman. harrypottercamps.org.

Unlockingg the door too
real estate possibilities

Vancouver
NCSY
Vancouver
NCSY

Publish Your Own Family History Book
course with Cory Bretz. Starts June 30. heirloomfilms.ca/book-publishing-online-course.

Summer camps
Summer camps

Personal Real Estate Corporatioon

Free Film Festival Favourites: sign up at vjff.org
for the newsletter, which has links weekly.

The Sweep of Jewish History online course,
taught by Rabbi Rosenblatt. Wed, 8 p.m.
Register via scharatzedeck.com.

Virtual learning & services dates & registration: scharatzedeck.com/zoom-meeting-schedule.html#.

LUANA ROBERTSO
ON

Personal Real Estate Corporation

Vancouver Queer Arts Festival, artistic director SD Holman & includes artist Avram
Finkelstein & dancer Noam Gagnon. July
16-26 via queerartsfestival.com.
Fantasia International Film Festival opens
Aug. 20 with The Reckoning, produced by
Esther Turan. Festival runs to Sept. 2.
fantasiafestival.com.
Art Downtown summer program. Vancouver
Visual Art Foundation & the Downtown
Vancouver Business Improvement Association
showcase artists, who share & express their
talent at two locations every week: Wed, at
Lot 19, & Fri, at Cathedral Square, 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m., until Sept. 11. vanvaf.com/artdowntown.
The Road Forward, full-length musical documentary by Marie Clements about the
beginnings of Indian Nationalism in the
1930s & First Nations activism today. Creative team includes Michelle St. John &
Jennifer Kreisberg. Now screening at nfb.ca,
marking National Indigenous History Month.
Highway to Heaven, 16-minute documentary about religious coexistence along No. 5
Road in Richmond includes Richmond Jewish Day School. Available for screening from
July 1 at nfb.ca as part of National Film
Board’s Canada Day offerings.
COVIDhelp Vancouver, nonprofit helpline
started by university students connects at-risk
individuals of COVID-19 to low-risk volunteers who help with tasks like grocery delivery,
dog walking, virtual chats & more. To receive
help or to volunteer to help: covidhelpvancouver.com or 778-280-8686.

Deadline for July 10 issue July 1, 5 p.m.

• Bulk Grains, Flour, Beans, Herbs, Spices & More!
• One Stop for Baking Ingredients
• Gluten-Free Options
• Organic, Non-Medicated & Grass Fed Meats
• Fresh Produce with Organic Choices
• Natural Health & Beauty Section
• In Store Deli & a Huge Selection of Cheese

1595 Kingsway, Vancouver • 604-872-3019
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • 8am-8pm
Happy

www.famousfoods.ca
glasses & contact lenses

Canada Day!

glasses & contact lenses

THE ORIGINAL

FACTORY
OPTICAL
Celebrating 40th Anniversary
GLASSES & CONTACT LENSES

595 W. 7th, Vancouver
Hours 10 a.m.-5 p.m. • Closed Wednesday & Sunday
Same Day Service if required

604-873-5288
Compare and then
come to the professionals

glasses & contact lenses

Fitness, discussion groups & other programs,
including Hebrew-language ones, online:
onlyatthej.com.

Or Shalom

Services & other programs online: orshalom.ca.

CAROLE LIEBERMAN
N

glasses & contact lenses

When Every Moment Is Precious, taught
by Rabbi Bitton. Mon, 7:30 p.m., via Zoom.

Webinar series hosted by the South Vancouver Seniors Network includes Grace Hann,
trainer & supervisor, JSA peer support. Tues,
10:30 a.m., on Zoom. Contact 604-660-8380
or michael.lee.mla@leg.bc.ca.

Vancouver
Jewish
Film Centre
Vancouver Jewish
Film Centre
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Shabbat Connection via Zoom: sing-along
& storytime for families, with Monika
Schwartzman & BI clergy via Zoom. Fri, 4:30
p.m. Contact: Rabbi Bluman, rabbidavidbluman@bethisrael.ca.

Jewish
Jewish
SeniorsSeniors
Alliance Alliance

Online educational resources: vhec.org.

glasses & contact lenses

Shalom Uganda: A Jewish Community on the
Equator by Janice Masur book launch. July
7, 4 p.m. Supported by Beth Israel, JCCGV,
Waldman Library. Email gaynor@
bethisrael.ca for Zoom details.

Help JMABC document this moment in
history by sharing your experiences during
the pandemic at jewishmuseum.ca/jmabccovid-19-community-collection.

glasses & contact lenses

Beth Israel

glasses & contact lenses

Beth Israel

A Mindful Summer with Rabbi Stein &
mindfulness experts. July 6 & 20, 7:30 p.m.,
on Zoom. Register to rabbistein@bethisrael.ca.

Gotta Sing! Gotta Dance! will be starting virtual classes on July 6.

glasses & contact lenses

Brunch & Learn, Wed, 10 a.m.; Talmud
class, Thurs, 8 p.m.; and other online happenings: thebayit.ca.
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Opinion
Canada fails to get seat

The complex skin we’re in

T

JOANNE SEIFF

here is no way to determine definitively why
Canada failed to secure a
temporary seat on the
United Nations Security Council
last week.
Since the UN was created after
the Second World War, Canada
had generally been elected to one of
the temporary seats once per decade.
This ended in 2010, when Canada
lost its bid, and last Wednesday’s
vote represents the second decade
of Canadian absence from the prestigious council.
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
contended that the successful countries – Ireland and Norway – had
been campaigning longer. Also significant may have been the fact that
Canada’s contributions to foreign
aid and UN peacekeeping efforts
have declined in recent years. Not
to be dismissed also is the perception
of Canada as an ally of Israel.
Since 2006, under Conservative
and Liberal governments, Canada
has voted against or abstained from
the annual litany of 16 recurring
anti-Israel resolutions at the UN
General Assembly. That trend was
broken last winter, when Canada
unexpectedly endorsed a resolution
condemning Israel.
Jewish and other pro-Israel Canadians have viewed Canada’s proIsrael UN votes since 2006 as a principled position in the face of a global
dogpiling – the votes are routinely

passed with numbers like 160 to six,
with Israel, the United States and
American-aligned South Pacific micro-nations in the minority. No other country is singled out with such
multiple routine censures.
Canada’s abrupt reversal of this
stand last year was seen by some as
an effort to distance Canada from
Israel in advance of last week’s vote,
particularly among the nearly 60
Arab and Muslim countries in the
General Assembly.
While Trudeau made the case
that Canada’s principled voice was
necessary for the world in this challenging time, Opposition voices, like
Conservative (and former Liberal)
MP Leona Alleslev, argued that the
government had betrayed its principles and, as a result, undermined
its own argument for putting a
Canadian representative on the
Security Council.
The point is fair. To base our
country’s campaign for the seat (at
least partly) on the idea that we are
a principled voice on the world stage
and then do a 180 puts the whole
venture into a weird light. For those
countries who dislike our history of
pro-Israel votes, the last-minute
reversal must have seemed too little
too late. For those (admittedly few)
who admired our chutzpah, the
recent vote must have been a
disappointment, if not a betrayal.
It’s almost a wonder that we got as
many votes as we did. ‹
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BORAKS-NEMETZ from page 7

14

the creative minds who preceded us
and who have bequeathed us their
gifts. And it explores the ability to
live and love: “I run toward you /
carrying the glow of marigolds /
lighting your path to my love.”
Boraks-Nemetz is well-known in
British Columbian and Canadian
literary circles. In 2017, she published Mouth of Truth, a novel that
also addressed the power of speaking
up for justice. In it, the protagonist
must confront secrets from her family’s past in Warsaw during the
Holocaust, issues of guilt and discrimination, and verbal, psychological and physical abuse.
Canadian poet John Robert
Colombo called Mouth of Truth “a
work of great insight and fine delicacy about the human condition.”
Previous works by BoraksNemetz – The Old Brown Suitcase,

The Sunflower Diaries, The Lenski
File and Tapestry of Hope – have garnered Canadian and international
awards, as well as praise in literary
publications.
Outside her literary endeavours,
Boraks-Nemetz is a campaigner for
Holocaust education. She speaks frequently at local schools and at international events about the Shoah and
is deeply involved with the Janusz
Korczak Association of Canada.
To read “The Arm” in its entirety,
visit Boraks-Nemetz’s website,
lillianboraks-nemetz.com/2020/06/
04/the-arm/#more-647. To preorder her upcoming book of poetry,
visit ronsdalepress.com/all-books/
out-of-the-dark. ‹
Sam Margolis has written for the
Globe and Mail, the National Post,
UPI and MSNBC.

A

s a young adult, I was often
criticized for being too
blunt. I didn’t always behave the way that my family wished I would. I would call people
out when they were being inappropriate. This got me into trouble. And,
to be honest, that didn’t always bother
me enough to stop doing it.
Others made me feel embarrassed
– because my job, throughout my
teen years, was to behave properly,
say the right things and “act like a
lady.” In Virginia, this was necessary.
My mother served the Jewish community as a director of education
and, later, as a temple administrator,
and her children’s behaviour was
sometimes a reflection on her.
Though my mom was in charge
of a $6 million renovation the year
before she retired, she was often
slighted in her professional life because of her gender, which affected
me, too. My body and behaviour
were policed, for example. I was told
that I shouldn’t be running by the
temple in my leggings (running
clothing), as “people” looked at me.
What was meant by that?
I looked like my mom, and my
(in today’s view, entirely appropriate)
exercise clothes caused men to look
at me – and, therefore, were an embarrassment. Even as a Reform Jewish professional, my mom was a
woman. That was problematic. As
her daughter, my body and presence
could be embarrassing, too.
Being Jewish in Virginia meant
there weren’t many Jewish kids in my
public school classes. Even weirder, it
was being the daughter of a Jewish
professional in what was then a small
Jewish community that made me understand what it felt like to feel “othered.” People looked at me differently.
It also made me see those who
were always treated “differently” –
like people of colour. I saw how
much harder things were for them.
This isn’t ancient history. I graduated
from high school in 1991.
After I finished university, I went
into a special inner-city accelerated
teacher’s program. This allowed new
graduate students earning their master’s in education a chance to do their
student teaching by replacing teachers who “needed training” in the
Washington, D.C., public schools.
This program supported an ailing
inner-city school system where the
(largely African-American) teachers

worked longer to earn their retirement pension than anywhere else.
These tired and burnt-out high
school teachers lacked opportunities
for continuing education and basic
classroom supplies. They often just
needed a break. Most of the students’
families struggled financially and,
yes, most of the kids that I taught
were African-American or from immigrant families.
In those classrooms, I saw how
privileged I’d been in the suburbs.
The D.C. public schools were underfunded and in terrible disrepair.
Imagine magnificent historic buildings with high ceilings and real slate
chalkboards – but it rained inside,
the copiers were broken and there
were no class sets of books to assign.
When there were fires, the fire
trucks didn’t show up. In Anacostia
High School, the African-American
principal put out the fires himself.
These communities weren’t offered
basic city services. Instead, there were
frequent arrests, for things like “driving
while black,” as my friends put it.
I’ve been sad, angry and frustrated
about this racial injustice for a long
time. I’ve witnessed it – and Jewish
tradition tells us to speak out, to pursue justice and to try to fix the
world’s wrongs.
Yet, just as Judaism teaches us
what it means to be set apart, or even
discriminated against, ostracized and
singled out, our (mostly male, white,
privileged) culture has pushed us to
behave according to its norms.
“Being a lady” often meant not
embarrassing our families by calling
out people who said racist or inappropriate things. It meant that I
shouldn’t run by, entirely covered
up, because my female body might
be a distraction.
Being ladylike? It’s learning that
how one looks is distracting, offends
others, is reason enough to stay
home, or feel ashamed. It’s struggling
between speaking out and keeping
quiet, so as not to pick a fight.
Sometimes, I’ve just chosen to
keep my mouth shut, because it’s not
worth the fight, it’s not ladylike, or
“Honey, now’s not the time.” But it
was wrong to stay quiet when I heard
people making others “less” or demeaning them. It’s wrong to say
nothing as someone uses degrading
language, tells racist stories or implies
that someone “deserved what he got”
essentially by being a black person

or an indigenous person in the
wrong place at the wrong time.
Growing up as a Jewish person in
a non-Jewish area, and as a female,
gave me some insights into this discrimination, but, if I behaved the
“right way,” or didn’t act “too Jewish,”
(?!) I could pass where I grew up and
where I live now, in Winnipeg.
In the Talmud, in Shabbat 95a,
there’s a discussion about how to
properly sprinkle the floor of a room
on Shabbat. It’s a way of cooling a
hot space, but it isn’t allowed by the
rabbis on Shabbat if the floor is dirt
because a dirt floor could be changed
by water remolding it. If the floor
were stone, it might provide cooling
and still be allowed. One sage concludes that a wise woman would
know how to do this and avoid
breaking Shabbat rules.
The rabbis gave credit to smart
women for knowing how to follow
the rules and make a change for the
better.
This pandemic year has been
about colossal change. It might also
be time to ditch the “ladylike” models in favour of those talmudic wise
women, who make change happen,
“cool things down” during a hot
summer and find ways to do it while
mostly abiding by the rules.
The rules themselves, whether talmudic or modern, are still largely
made by men. It’s time to recognize
that the “others” – Jews and members
of other minority faiths, women, those
in the LGBTQ+ community, people
of colour and everyone who still faces
discrimination and racism – deserve
the equality and justice we are all due.
It’s time. In fact, it’s long overdue.
Our history as Jewish people, as
Canadians and North Americans,
requires us to own this injustice and
fix it. It’s time to change ingrained,
prejudiced habits and speak out.
Jewish tradition teaches that we’re
all made in the Divine Image, in every
colour and gender. Now we must step
up, say so and act as if we mean it. ‹
Joanne Seiff has written regularly
for CBC Manitoba and various
Jewish publications. She is the author
of three books, including From the
Outside In: Jewish Post Columns
2015-2016, a collection of essays
available for digital download or as
a paperback from Amazon. Check her
out on Instagram @yrnspinner or at
joanneseiff.blogspot.com.
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Science

Holocaust

Studying the “love hormone”

Uprising observed

D

he Vancouver Holocaust Education
Centre and the Jewish Community
Centre of Greater Vancouver were
among 125 partners presenting a global
commemoration of the 77th anniversary of the
Warsaw Ghetto Uprising recently.
Beginning and ending with stirring renditions
of the “Partisans’ Hymn,” the online event, which
also commemorated the end of the Second World
War 75 years ago, featured a long list of singers
and performers from Hollywood, Broadway and
elsewhere, including Dr. Ruth Westheimer,
Mayim Bialik, Whoopi Goldberg, Adrien Brody,
Lauren Ambrose and dozens more.
We Are Here: A Celebration of Resilience, Resistance and Hope, which took place June 14, was
produced by the Museum of Jewish Heritage: A
Living Memorial to the Holocaust, Sing for Hope,
the National Yiddish Theatre Folksbiene and the
Lang Lang International Music Foundation.
“Zog Nit Keyn Mol” (“Never Say”) is generally
called “The Partisans’ Song” or “The Partisans’
Hymn” in English and is an anthem of resilience
amid catastrophe sung at Holocaust commemorative events. Written in the Vilna Ghetto by
Hirsh Glik after he learned of the six-week uprising by Jews in the Warsaw Ghetto, its stirring
concluding lines translate as, “So never say you
now go on your last way / Though darkened
skies may now conceal the blue of day / Because
the hour for which we’ve hungered is so near /
Beneath our feet the earth shall thunder, ‘We
are here!’”
Other musical performances included a Yiddish rendition of Leonard Cohen’s “Hallelujah,”
adapted and performed by pianist and singer
Daniel Kahn; “Over the Rainbow,” from the
1939 film The Wizard of Oz, composed by
Harold Arlen with lyrics by Yip Harburg, two
friends from the Lower Eastside of Manhattan,
against the spectre of a darkening Europe; and
“Es Brent” (“In Flames”), a musical cri de coeur
written in 1936 by Mordechai Gebirtig after
what he viewed as the world’s indifference to a
pogrom in the Polish town of Przycik.
Andrew Cuomo, governor of the state of New
York, spoke of his father, the late former New
York governor Mario Cuomo, who helped ensure
the creation of the Museum of Jewish Heritage,
the world’s third-largest Holocaust museum.
One of the other presenting partners, the
National Yiddish Theatre Folksbiene, is the
longest continuously producing Yiddish theatre
company in the world, now in its 105th season.
It was founded to entertain and enlighten the
three million Jews who arrived in New York City
between 1880 and 1920.
Sing for Hope, another partner, believes in
the power of the arts to create a better world. Its
mission is to “bring hope, healing and connection to millions of people worldwide in hospitals,
schools, refugee camps and transit hubs.”
The Lang Lang International Music Foundation aims “to educate, inspire and motivate the
next generation of classical music lovers and performers and to encourage music performance at
all levels as a means of social development for
youth, building self-confidence and a drive for
excellence.”
The program, which runs approximately
90 minutes, is available for viewing at
wearehere.live. ‹
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WEIZMANN INSTITUTE

uring the pandemic lockdown, as social behaviour. But findings have been concouples have been forced to spend flicting, and some have proposed another hydays and weeks in each other’s pothesis, termed “social salience,” stating that
company, some have found their oxytocin might be involved in amplifying the
love renewed while others are on their way to perception of diverse social cues, which could
divorce court. Oxytocin, a peptide produced in then result in pro-social or antagonistic behavthe brain, is complicated in that way: a neuro- iours, depending on such factors as individual
modulator, it may bring hearts together or it character and the environment.
To test the social salience hypothesis, the team
can help induce aggression. This conclusion arises from research led by Weizmann Institute of used mice in which they could gently activate
Science researchers in which mice living
in semi-natural conditions had their
oxytocin-producing brain cells manipulated in a precise manner. The findings, which were published in Neuron,
could shed new light on efforts to use
oxytocin to treat a variety of psychiatric
conditions, from social anxiety and
autism to schizophrenia.
Much of what we know about the
actions of neuromodulators like oxytocin comes from behavioural studies
of lab animals in standard lab conditions. These conditions are strictly con- Oxytocin, a peptide produced in the brain, may bring
hearts together – or it can help induce aggression.
trolled and artificial, in part so that
researchers can limit the number of variables af- the oxytocin-producing cells in the hypothalafecting behaviour. But a number of recent studies mus, placing them first in the enriched, semisuggest that the actions of a mouse in a semi- natural lab environments. To compare, they
natural environment can teach us much more repeated the experiment with mice placed in the
about natural behaviour, especially when we standard, sterile lab setups.
In the semi-natural environment, the mice at
mean to apply those findings to humans.
Prof. Alon Chen’s lab group in the institute’s first displayed heightened interest in one another,
neurobiology department have created an ex- but this was soon accompanied by a rise in agperimental setup that enables them to observe gressive behaviour. In contrast, increasing oxymice in something approaching their natural tocin production in the mice in classical lab
living conditions – an environment enriched conditions resulted in reduced aggression.
with stimuli they can explore – and their activity
“In an all-male, natural social setting, we
is monitored day and night with cameras and would expect to see belligerent behaviour as they
analyzed computationally. The present study, compete for territory or food,” said Anpilov.
which has been ongoing for the past eight years, “That is, the social conditions are conducive to
was led by research students Sergey Anpilov and competition and aggression. In the standard lab
Noa Eren, and staff scientist Dr. Yair Shemesh setup, a different social situation leads to a different effect for the oxytocin.”
in Chen’s lab group.
If the “love hormone” is more likely a “social
The innovation in this experiment was to incorporate optogenetics – a method that enables hormone,” what does that mean for its pharmaresearchers to turn specific neurons in the brain ceutical applications?
“Oxytocin is involved, as previous experiments
on or off using light. To create an optogenetic
setup that would enable the team to study mice have shown, in such social behaviours as making
that were behaving naturally, the group devel- eye contact or feelings of closeness,” said Eren,
oped a compact, lightweight, wireless device “but our work shows it does not improve sociawith which the scientists could activate nerve bility across the board. Its effects depend on both
cells by remote control. With the help of opto- context and personality.”
This implies that, if oxytocin is to be used
genetics expert Prof. Ofer Yizhar of the same
department, the group introduced a protein pre- therapeutically, a much more nuanced view is
viously developed by Yizhar into the oxytocin- needed in research: “If we want to understand
producing brain cells in the mice. When light the complexities of behaviour, we need to study
from the wireless device touched those neurons, behaviour in a complex environment. Only then
they became more sensitized to input from the can we begin to translate our findings to human
other brain cells in their network.
behaviour,” she said.
“Our first goal,” said Anpilov, “was to reach
Participating in this research were scientists
that ‘sweet spot’ of experimental setups in which at the Max Planck Institute for Psychiatry in
we track behaviour in a natural environment, Munich, including research students Asaf
without relinquishing the ability to ask pointed Benjamin and Stoyo Karamihalev, staff scientist
scientific questions about brain functions.”
Dr. Julien Dine and postdoctoral fellow
Shemesh added that “the classical experimen- Dr. Oren Forkosh of the Chen lab; Prof. Shlomo
tal setup is not only lacking in stimuli, the mea- Wagner and postdoctoral fellow Dr. Hala
surements tend to span mere minutes, while we Harony-Nicolas of Haifa University; Prof. Inga
had the capacity to track social dynamics in a Neumann and research student Vinicius Oliveira
group over the course of days.”
of Regensburg University, Germany; and elecDelving into the role of oxytocin was sort of trical engineer Avi Dagan. ‹
a test drive for the experimental system. It had
– Courtesy Weizmann Institute
been believed that this hormone mediates pro-
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